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Premonition 


TO THE 


READER: 


He Title P ape of « Book doth com- 
: . hold forth a Bill of Fare ( 
6 ſpeak ) 2471 Paſſengers, 

= e either hungry after ſound 
knowled ages er delip A red on the 
thin — airy Diet of Nit, or are 
greedy of Novelty , are invited to 
the Stationers Ordinary. But 4 
-Prefuce to the Reader is often neceſſa y to excite and pre- 
pare his mind for the kindly reception, and good digeſtion 
of the Treatiſe it ſelf. Give me leave therefore ( Cont - 
teous Reader) to arreſt * 5 * you fit down to your 
enter- 


. 


T * 
7 


tie Preface. 
onterteinment, with giving you an Fcconnt concerning the 
Dueſftions here agitated., the Anſwerers, Engagement ; 
andthe occaſion with the deſign'of this Publication: * 
Firſt, As. for the Five Sueſtions , they. have been of 
late years thrown about in ſeveral Families, where Papiſh 
Hunt ſinen or Fowlers take the boldneſs to ſet. the ir toyls or 
ſuar es In catch ſauls; inſomucſi 45 they make near a4 much 
noiſe am yield as much matter of « diſcourſe in England, 4 
the Five Propoſitions in Janſenius did lately in Prat ce. 
* Eph. 4. We may by this ſee the truth of * Ct. Paul's obſervation that 
14  - falſe Teachers are eunning Cheaters , like to common 
"rg Gameſters; who are nkilfull in all the tricks vf *Dice, true 
4,0 and falſe, and hive mr fu ms TIMING 1G methodical 
wy , zy courſe of impoſture, + The old and ſubtil Serpent, why is 
merge the Laer es, Aud active ſower tares in Gods huſ 
via, reis bandry , is the grand maſter. of this art of deceiving. 
vl war The: Papiſts are the moſt" diligent ſtudents; and the-meſt 
wer Tis unlucky proficients in this School way whoſe princt- 
* we pal ftudy it is to obſeure the light, and to hinder the power 
0. of truth. And their method is the ſame, that the adver- 
Joh.8. 44- ſaries of our Bleſſed Saviour uſed , who attempted often to 
„ inſnare him by inſidious 12  watnly preſuming, 
that their ſhallow wit could baffle him, who ( unkpown to 
them) was the eternal Wiſalſt of God, wailed under a 
+Var.6.3- cloud of a-mean + illiterate Carpenter. But * our gply 
Jot-7- 15. Maſter, the Chriſt, quickly pus them to filence and jhame,' 
8g either by  propennding croſs queſtions:, or by darables; 
wherein they might with little ſtudy read their own malice 
See Mark and folly. And us then, they that thus Jay in wait to in- 
- 4 8 angle Chriſt in his diſcourſe were the Emiſſaries of the 
High Prieſt and his Councel, who were in appearance the 
viſible Church of God, but did ſet themſelves in oppoſition 
| : againſt 


The Preface. 
int Chriſt and the Goſpel , and thoſe | Autichriſtian 
xo 48 by en tuen forth by thoſe who ſet 
them on wirt: Thus the Popiſh Circumforanei, that go 
up and down like the juggling þ,xorciſts at Epheſus, do not Ac. 9. 
att. meerly by their ſingular private fancies , but as the - 
are taught and preſcribed by their ſuperiors, and the well- 
head of their Sophiſtries is the Court of Rome. + There are 
indeed in the (row beaded or ſeven-hilled City, which is Stn 


urhs clara 


* 


the ſeat of the Mother of abominations , more ſhopFthen jug, tees 
one , where theſe weapons are forged, The Congregation que prefi-: 
for the propagation of the Tridentine Faith; the Schools — 
the Loyoliſts, the Engliſh Seminary," without doubt are Apoc. 17. 
4 deep in Counſel, ana hard at work, now or never ( for 95: 
England's unhappy diviſions fomented ſecretly by Papiſts, 

are Rome's. muſt. advantageous opportunities) to reduce 

this liſt Nation to become once more enthralled and tributa- 
. ry to the Pope's ſpiritual —— Monarchy . which in- 

deed is an Antichriſtian Kingdom of this World. Hence 

comes that conſent in the way , which Romaniſts now take 

to gain Proſe. ytes. But we may further obſerve, that by 

order they alter their, courſe, and ſhift their weapons eve- 

ry forty years or ther eabowts, ſince the Reformation, which 
indeed is no light argument of a weak Cauſe, which cannot 

ſtand without ſhifting the ground , and the defences of it, 

But ſttll they accommodate their perſenſions to the different 

temper and — our Countreymen , that are variable 

in ſeveral ages, taking advantage alſo from the changes in 

the ſtate of the Kingdom, in which the Church cannot but 

ſuff-r ſome alteration in the out ward form of Fecleftaſtical 
Haminiſtr «tions. I can upon a good occaſiom offred produce 

frve Papiſh Prepoſi ions caſt abroad in 4. D. 1623. and 

alſo the Anſwer of 4 learned and pions Divine then liv ing, 


and 


The Preface. 
- and fill of happy memory. Thoſe were of a faſhion 
_—_ — Oneſtians, but —— — 
ſame purpoſe. For the chief aim of all fuch writings is to 
amuſe Proteſtants , eſpecially _ who are wnacquainted 
with true antiquity , and to put them off from * the 
Rule of faith delivered in the holy Scriptures to the preſent 
Religion of Rome,; ana from attending on that Miniſtry, 
| which is Gods Ordinance for our inflruttion ,' and under 
which Gods — — — _ ” „and to make men 
ape aſter an infallible Guide, which Papiſts ſay is nece(- 
15 : Wu, for — reaſon , but 2 — 2 
they endeavour) to coſen credulous peopie to miſtale the 
Papacy for that infallible Guide. Theſe men are ſo blind- 
. ed with ſclf-intpre ſt and pride, that they ſtrongly preſume, 
that theſe frue Queſtions, às being the two-horned Argu- 
ments of the Beaſt, are ſo ſuluilly framed, that — 
we anſwer Ira, or Nay , 'we are carched for certain, and 
fhall be farced to deny our own principles, and to confeſs the 
exiſtence of an infallible Guide ſomewhere , though it be 
in ſome undiſcovered corner - earth, And they have 
ſuch a mean pinion of us for ſhortneſs of fight, and eafineſ; 
of belief, that being once drawn to the — — 
of an infallible Guile, we cannot chapſe but take the bare 


word of 4 few Italian Factors, that the moſt magnificent 
Whore of Babylon deſeribed by St. John to the life, and 
deſigned evidently to be the Papal Power of Rome as it 
appears at this day, is the infallible Guide of Gods Inſtitu- 
tion. | ſhall add but one Advertiſement concerning the 
prepoſterouſneſs of this procedure. This Queſtioniſt in the 
cloſe of his Reply, ſays , that till his Nala, are anſwer- 


ed he bath nothing to do with the proof of any thing. It is 
a remarkable thing, that all Papiſts by the infraBlinn com- 


mon 


Tbe Preface. 
ta decline proving anything , aud ta impaſo that lwrdem. of 
proof upon their aduerſaries:: Bus we that. de tale aur 
ſelves ta be in the juſt. poſſeſſion of the. faith once deliuered Eph.t.2c. 
Auto the Saints, and indeed de build. aur Religion upors the 8 
foundation of the Apeſtles and Prophets, that is , upon tl als -- 
writings of 6th, (a Abraham is his Dialogue with Di- They ove 
ves gives the name of Moſes aud the Prophets to their la- — = 2 
ly Rooks left behind them) do. reaſonably expect, that phets, let 
whoſuever goes about ta dram us off, from. that Church and — 2 
way of ſalvation, wherein we are engaged, unto anather if they 
Seicty ,, under pretence., that we caube ſafe no where elſt bear net 2 
but in that Ark, dy ſtrongly. and clearly prove , that our ++ — | 
Religion is for the main body of it falſe, treacherous, and phets, vci- 
deſtructive of ſalvation, and.that the Society to which we 3 
are invited by Papiſts is the ſole Miſtreſs of ſaving truth. b e. 
For all that are acquainted with the courſe, either of Fudi- 4:0, Fon 
cial proceedings, or of Scholaſtical diſhutations, know well, © * 
that this Rats 15 oe ; 5 war incumbit Wiere | 
batio, lies upon t er, or the Auerrer note, that 
72 any. thing. 5 ae | — without proving of 7 0 | 
any thing, u ſo ſer ly* deceit, and 15 fa far ram ptares | 
2 way of rearing, Ther it catch none-but them, - ener 
at are unſetled in their Religion, and Novices in bu fame Au- 
divine and humans learning. Aud betauſe there are tos thority, 
ſuch in the world , ecious ſouls are in danger in the li 
at this time, the diſcovery of Popiſh illuſions is nom become ving per 


Moſes and the Prophets, and alſo have the ſame efficacious vertue to beget fait, 


as their words had being oraily prenounced,and where theſe lively Oracles are 
freely confuted, and faithfully a \yed,Nhough by men that are ſhort of Infalli- 
bility,butfaithfull'difpenſers of holy myfteries) an infallible Guide is ſuperfiu- 


ous: Alſomark, that where the Authority of Scripturemis deſpiſed, Miracles, 
(And there is the ſame reaſon to ſay fo of Infallibility) are uſeleſi hecauſe un- 
effeHual to work faith, | 


4e 
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4 neceſſary work of the prudent and. Faithfull Guides of 

| fouls, fer by G e have an actual . of 1 
Religion, and can juſtly ſay, in the opus of St. John, We 
know, that we ate of the truth, and, We know that 
God hath given us a mind or uñderſtanding to know the 
true God, and we are in him that is true, (1 70. 3.19. 
and 3. 20.) although they have not the vanity to chat- 
lenge to themſelves an Infallibility. So much for the frue 
Queſtions in general, which whether the Divine hath an- 
ſwered or no, it is now free for the indifferent Reader to 


e. : 

75 for this Anſwerers Engagement in the Controverſie, 

it was very caſual. © A Romaniſt that is vety zealous to 
promote the Pope's Intereſt in. this Kingdom, had endea- 
voureũ to gain credit with the Eve by a ſurpriſal, ani if the 

old ſtratagem had proſpered, by her inſinuation to draw in 

the Adam, preſuming that the Nhetorict of læve would be 

more prevalent, then his Logick upon à conſiderate Gentle- 

man. To this enda Copy of. the five Queſtions was com- 
mended to the perſons with a preſumption , that no Mini- 

fer of our Church could give 4 fit and full Anſwer to theſe 
confounding 2 urries. And then it was to be hoped, 

that the parties aſſaulted wouldpreſently deſpiſe , and then 

deſert a Church , that was unfurniſhed 1 _— able 

to anſwer ſuch dogghry Oueſtions, as the 7 "ts of 

Papiſts deviſe. It was alſo tobe ſuppoſed, that whoſoever 

, breaks off from our Church, would without uny further ads 

at the next ſtep run into that which is next him, the 

+Mat.7. Church of Rome, whoſe + wide gate ſtands open day and 
Xs ot vigbt, and is ready to receive all that would find a broad 
gue die: pa- way to Heaven, ſuch as is the Roman paſſage by a Prieſts 
er #215 ja- Abſolut ion without a holy life, or ſincere cuntrition "a 4 de- 


Ow 
ates. auched. 


baiched. i: Rav it ell out abort this time, that 2 * 
Miniſter of the Gentlemuns ancient aqueintance b. Divine 

2 95 e au i ited to dine at bis Lodging, came ſays of 

to ſee his Friend « lietie ſewer , then other Gueſts — 

then expected. Ibe Gentleman thought fit to _—_— — 

Ducſtions 4 part of the Minifters entertainment... The „n 

Miniſter took the ſbort time of that expe tation to rend the giggyy 

Riddle, and after N Pen and Ink, 17 

and ſet down the double Anſwer hereafter following , and ada 

refiened the Writing to the Gentlemas to be diſpoſed of «t fe call. 

his pleaſure. Shortly after the Romiſh Manntebank re- things by 

atwed his viſit , to fee bow the Pillau wrought. \ The ©: 

Gentlemayx then took the opportunity to deliver him the name 

Minifters Paper. But many moneths paſt, before any 

return was made : at length a Reply was communicated to 

the Gentleman, who conveyed it to the Auſwerer as ſoon 

as he could comveniewtly, being ot 4 ene fron him by 

the interpoſition of ſeveral Counties. The eMinifter took 

his firſt time df leiſure _ his fence of thi Reply ; by a 


Lettey to his Friend, who was the perſon concerned in the 
Conteſt, as being the man aimed at for to be made 8. Romany 
Gonvert, that is to ſa in piuun terms, 4 ahila Hell in x 
dowble meaſure ," for. legomg the clear anddooing Well of 
faloagion , and then ſceking it im a broken ciſtern, or in 4 
foul pudale of errors and corruptions. Micball it was the * 
Minifters intent, that the Letter be impagted un- 
tothe Ramumiſt, That he wight mate ſane good uſt of it : 
Fer tbe Proveftumss charity "is r u turn 4 7 
from thr error of Wis wiy\, as mri A to ſeaxre a Ghriffiau 
in the path r Aud although this tranſact᷑ i- 
en m peſt A. D. 1666. yet be that drove the trade par- 
faul i u further, and bath wether ( us ir ma un _ face 
* a eartily 


Non eft 
Fudeor ad 
meliora 
tranſire. 
Ambroſ. 


Rom. 10. 


10. 3 where: the confeſſion of our faith is a duty; but 
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heartily defired ) acknowledged bis error, whereof he 
might be convinced, and confeſs it, with 4 wholeſome 
ſhame ; nor attempted any vindication of his Writing, that 
we know of , which ſilence hath more of prudence , then 


any freſb profſer of more impertinencies could have. Hi 
nce therefore cannot be taken for conſent in 4 matter of 


may be taken for a modeſt laying dows of his weapons. 

, as 22 an — Y all — paſs'd 
en both ſides, he that obſerves the bold activity Noma- 
niſts at this time , may ap rehend 4 ſufficient reaſon of it, 
without being told one. ed the Gentleman who had 
an intereſt in the Papers had uſed his freedom by ſhewing 
them to ſome Divines of our Church, who gave a {avoura- 
ble judgement of the Miniſters whole deſign, and adviſed 
the Gentleman to publiſh that, which they conceived to be 


7 general concernment, and _ prove a publick bene- 


'by the removal of a ſtumbling block laid in the way of 
weak, C * A and might be uſefull to —— hg of 
much miſchief, which theſe Queſtions might produce , if 
permitted topaſs uncontrolled. | 

The Miniſter hereupon hath been preſi for his leave te 
let his Writings with the Adverſaries to paſs the Preſs. 
And he conſilered, that there was no reaſon imagigable, 
why he ſhould now conceal what was defigned for the main- 
tenancy of our Religion from the fight of his Brethrey, 
which he had before eæpoſed to the view and cenſure of our 
Adverſaries, who are ſeldom equal Judges of our Writings. 
Since therefore the five Queſtians are ſpread abtiad by 
aur Adverſaries , who may have too great 4 complacency in 
their own inventions as unanſwerable, if we alen, 
by 4s contemptible, but may by Geds grace, which often 

| works 


nn w SS »% X 


' works by weak inſtraments, and beyond mans oping 
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be _ 
moved and direct ed to conſider their mays, and num their p, 
feet unto Gods teſtimonies, even for their ſakes, who both 59. 
are miſerably miſled , and alſo inauſtriouſly mi hers, — Nes 
eſt mijeris, 
4s well as for the goed of eur fellaw-travellers e compar here 
ny we deſire to keep in weyes of truth and peace, the omni ſe- 
Miniſter hath complied with the Gentlemans deſires in 44 
this particular, and both have the Chriſtian civility to com- Lucar. 
municate the uſe of their Light to all travellers that may 
reap benefit by it, whether they be in or out of the way. 
But becauſe we publiſb the Writings of a Papiſt, we defire 
to aſſure the Reader, that the Gentleman ts not ſo void of 
Howour , which is his particular Conſetence , and the Mi- 
niſter is not ſo forgetfull of his Office , whereof * Fidelity * 1 Cor. 
is the quality, as that either of them ſhould by any wilfull **: 
alteration corrupt and falſiſie them in * — convey- 
ance, or in the preſent publiſhing. The Miniſter indeed 
in his ſecond pains of preparing all for the Preſi by tran- 
ſcription , hath upon the review of his own Letter to his 
Friend added two ſbort Conſiderations , which for diſtin- 
ctions ſake are incloſed within theſe marks | J. Alſo he 
hath made ſame ſmall alteration in a few ſentences - the 
fuller .explication of his own Anſwers. This he thinks it 
neceſſary to advertiſe the Reader of, Becauſe the Romaniſt 
who gave out the Queſtions and made the Reply, may 
have the 2 to peruſe this Boot, 4s being concerned 
init. ¶ then be ſhall compare my Letter as it now runs, 
with that which was formerly imparted to him , and find 
ſomething altered, and ſome things added, he hath yet no 
reaſon to cavil rem at the Miniſters proceeding as unſin- 
cere , or to charge him with foul play in calling this the 
Letter to his Friend dated June 18. 1666. Fir he hath + 
a 2 unſaid 


1. 119 


waſeid. nothing , which was then delivered,” Ind he hurh 
| vdeatonred beth to m himſelf tobe better undcy- 
. food then he might ine been before, uni alſo to inftr ut? 


his Friend mere ime Two particulars, which he 
, . 5-6 eres rhe Rvmanift lift ts 
read thas ſecond Editrow of the Loerser, he wilt — 
to thank the Miniſßer for his dowble dil grnce ro difcouty his 
errors, and to grue hum faller ſurifactiom then formerly. 
And this comes timely enough to prevent his Defence, or 
to procure his Amenilment. Thus (gentle Reader) 
tian maiſt perceive the whole defign of the pablication of 
this party-colowred:Diſoonrſe.  - 

" | ſhall act ain thee yes a titthe longer with offering unto 
thee a Conſideration that is near 4 kin to our Matter in 
hand. We ſee the snilefatioable diligence of —_— 
equal te that of the Ser thes ami Phariſees, whom our B ee 


Mat.23.15 ſed Saviour branded with the infumoas character of Hypo- 


crites , au de nounced x dr Woe againſt them, Ya 
their = trevels\, and dlxeliſb labours in compaſſing 
Sea ana Land to matt on Proſelytr. I defire my hyiſti- 
an Reader to obſerve the Parallel between them. The 
Roman Sheep:fteaters of this Age, tht Seribes ani Phayi- 
fees took upom them ta be the Guides of Gods people iu that 
Nation of the Fews Which ww the oily wifible Church of 
God, at that day , ana had obtainen _ — the 
vaipur by the oftemtation of ronnterfert holineſs, boaſting o 

— * ; — —.— of yorkie Vine 710 
Charch mas che n _ inf in Religion", not indeel by 
LAolatry, as formerly before the Babylonian wity, 


( for the fmart of Goas rod tyirig long on their bucks made 
them after their reinem for everweary of Idols) but by a 
„ tenacions adberence to humane Traditions ; which barden, 


how 


ww hard to be burn, the Lamers confidered not 


but the Seribts and Phariſees brand pan the conſeiences of 


the people for religions Ordinances of divine original, mt 
2 the Law of Moſes, bat tradaced byoral tradi- 


nion of the Fathers." Ii ma then ( as. David peaks.) Fal 19. 


bigh tine for the Lord to work, to lay to his h, thatis 5 


bis Miniſtry , when they had deſtreyed Gods Lam, and Mark 7. 
made his Commandements of none effect by the traditions f. 
men. Na, St. Peter ſays, that Uhriſt died to redeem his | pet. i. 
people by his blood from that vain converſation , which the 18,19. 


Fews were enſlaved unto by the tradition of their Fathers. 
The Phariſees then, that took ſuch pains to make Proſelytes, 
did not make it their buſineſs to gain ſtrangers to the Com- 
monwealth of Iſrael, unto 4 communion with the people of 
the God of Abraham arcording to the pure Law of Moſes, 
for which Ch, iſt certainly would never have condemned 
them, as he lid. But the aim of their labonrs was to in- 
creaſe their own party, by capt roating men under their 
yoke of Authority to the obſervance of a traditional Religi- 
on, and thereby to ſtrengthen their power and worldly in- 
tereſt 7 more Natnos , — Was or by 8 
Now, for this inveagling of Diſciples ts the lech 
rounterfeit * — were but — 
une ffe ctaal to ſanttification, others were violations of Gods 
Law , our juft Maſter curſes theſe ſeduced amd ſeducing 
Guides for making their wretched followers the children of 
Hell, even worſe then themſelues, engaging their 


new conquered Suligets to the moſt vo red, 4 


fierce oppoſition of tis truth, and the profeſſors of it. See 
. now , how the Papiſts tread in the Hops of the ron 


and in one particular ont-etF their crimes. | Their pretence 
to the Chir of Authority indowed with Infallibility; their 


o 


2 Pet.1. 1. 


| Apoc. 17. 
K 18. 


1 Joh. 5. 
1 0. 
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outward varniſbes of ſanctity laid over their covetouſneſs 
and uncicanne ſi, their horrid hypecrifies , I omit to ſpeak 
of. Bat their Proſelytizing is that which | proponund to 
your notice. Their work is not to convert Pagans from the 
worſbip of Devils and dead Idols to ſerve the true and li- 
Ving God , nar to turn ems and Turks , who abhor Idols, 
and therefore are too rationally ſcandalized by Roman Ido- 
latries , and averted from Chriſtianity by that conſpicuous 
Mother of ſpiritual fornications , but to pervert Ah iſti- 
ans, who know and worſbip the only true God through aud 
with the One Mediator Flu Chrift according to the ſim- 
plicity of the Goſpel, and to perſwade theſe tobreak off com- 
munion with all other Chriſtians, who have obtained the 
like precious faith with themſelves , and to 1 thair 
ſouls to the conduct of Traditionaries , and ſo to became an 
acceſſion to à potent Sect᷑ or Faction in Chriſtendom. In- 
deed the Roman Sectaries are in no ſmall meaſure more 
pernicious falſe Teachers then the Phariſees, becauſe they 
not only evacuate the Authority of the Goſpel, and corrupt 
the purity of Chriſtian Religion , by novel devices, ſome 
dired ly repugnant to Lam and Goſpel, others vainly ſuper- 
fiitious, and all obtruded under the falſe title of Traditi- 
ans; but alſo hve introduced into their Religion the moſt 
groſs Idolatries, that ever the Devil did pollute the = 
derate ſervants of God withall, Since then the purple 
Where hath made the Kings of the Earth and many Nati- 
ons drunk with the peyſaned Wine of 9 — „ 4 
Se. John being in the Spirit foreſemgge oretold, and it i 
the labour of Reman Emiſſaries to Muite Engliſhmen to 
drink of her golden (up, St. John's Caution was never 
more neceſſary for Chriftians then new, Little Children, 
keep your ſeives warily from Idols: And Gbriſts Ad- 


monition 


The Preface. 
monition concerns us nearly, Beware of the leaven of the Mat. is. 6. 
Phariſees. Since Papiſts are thus manifeſtly the heirs 
and ſucceſſors of the Scribes and Phariſees, let al that love 
their own ſouls decline the ſnares of theſe travellers to 
make Proſelytes , left while they think to find a new wa 
to Heaven, which is called Tradition, they be made the 
children of Hell. Here indeed we have ſet one * ſnare of * 2 Tim. 
the Devil before thine eyes , the Papiſts firſt ſet it to tuke **© 
Chriſtians captive , and ſet it in ſecret, in chambers, 
—— in the dark , but now what was ſpoken in the Read 
dark, and in the cloſet , is brought forth to be examined by * 1 
the light, and I hope, that this ſtratagem of our enemies n 
defeated by being diſcovered. Indeed it is 4 hap igno- a 
rance not at all to know the depths of Satan; but ſince God = 4; "EY 
hath in his wiſe and juſt providence let looſe Satan amepg ft 2 Cor. 11. 
us, who can transform himſelf into an Angel of light, and + 
transfigures his — into the Apoſtles of Chriſt, who 
ſpare no pains to vent his deluſions , we had need to pra 

eartily, that God will be our Sun to enlighten us with th, 
ſaving beams of his heavenly truth which ſhine In his 
written Word, and our fhield , our ſhelter , aur ſhadow to 
ſecure us from the ſnare of the Fowler, from the peſtilence Pfal. 9. i, 
that walketh in darkneſs , and the deſtruction ( the bold. 38. 
faced Devil) that waſteth at noon-day. Aud that the 
Chriſtian Reader may be provided of an Antidote againſt 
this noyſom peſtilence, and that he may both ſee and eſeape 
the deceit and deſtruition of this ſnare, is the end of 
this publication; which God make proſperaus to his 
Sh. Amen. 


* 


Ce. G. 


Firſt 


Firſt SECTION, 


Containing the 


PAPISTS QUERIES. 


Five Queries propounded in Religion. 


I, E288 Hether there i not in all ages 4 viſible Catholith, 
q 2. Whether ont of the viſible Catholicł Church 
any can attain Saluation ? 
3. Seeing there are new very many Profeſſi- 
| ont amongſt Chriſtians , which give themſelves 
out to be either the holy Carbolick Church, or part of it ; I de- 
fire to know by deſignation , which amongſt them all is now the bo- 
ly Catholic Church | 
4+ Whether the Holy Catholick, Church ſo deſigred tas teach 
ler Children any error, as matter of Chriftian F aith. either de- 
ftructive of Salvation, or endangering the attainirg of it? 
5. If the ſaid Catholich Chnrch can teach error i, a matter of 
Chriſtian Faith, how any Chriſtian can be infallibly cert uin that 
She hath net $aught ſome error in determining the Canon of Scrip- 
— 7 $02: ture, 


2. 


| (2) | 
ture, and in teaching ſome Book , or Books , to be the word of 
God, which is not ſo; and then what certainty any one can have, 
that all rhoſe Books are Goals word, which Gods Church deliver fro 
be his word? 


[A Categorical Anſwer to theſe Queries is demanded. 


— —— —_—__ Mt... - _ — _ 


Second Section containing the Divines- Anſwer. 


I, He Queries anſwered by propounding others, re- 

TL flecing. upon the State of the Jewiſh Church of 
God, to which God had made as ample promiſes of its 
continuance, till Sbilah came in humility.,, as he made of 
the Chriſtian Churches perpetuity, till the ſame Saviour 
come in glory. 

I, Whether according to the veracity of Gods promi- 
ſes, there were not then tobea Vilible Church of the 
Jewes? _. Ds : : 

2. Seeing the Kingdom and. Church of the ten tribes 


. pretended to the truth and ſervice of God, as well as the 


Houſe of David with the Prieſthood at Hieruſalem , and 
even that Kingdom and Prieſthood were ſometime infec- 


ted with grofs Idolatry, and that pubſickly ſet up and e- 


rected; Ideſire to know by what deſignation a Jew, that 
was truly inquiſitive of the way and means of Salvation, 
ſhould then lifcern and diſcover that Church, in which 
he might. find it, and oat of whieh, he could not, | lince 
(as Chriſt himſelf affirms John 4. 23.) Salvation was then 
of the Jews? 8 2 

3. Whether the Viſible Society of the Jewiſh Nation 
that was in covenarit with God could not teach her Chil. 
dren any error as matter of Religion, that was cor- 
ruptive of the ſame, and deſtructive of Salvation? 

4. If the ſaid Church could teach ſuch errors, how 
any Jew could be infalgibly certain, that tlie living — 
cles 


('3) 
cles committed to that people were not corrupted ; or ly- 
ing legends obſtructed under pretence of Holy Scripture. 

5. If God in that Oeconomie did preſerve the Holy 
Scriptures, which were to be the ſtanding Rule of Re- 
ligion, to which private perſons were to have recourſe 
for their direction, to ſecure themſelves from the ſeduce- 
ment of erring Guides ({ Eſa. 8. 20, and g. 16. compared); 
and alſo the Inſtrument of publick Authority, for refor- 
mation of a corrupted Church: why may not the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament, added to the Gracles of the Old, 
be ſufficient to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and to enable 
them who have their ſenſes exerciſed therein, to diſcern 
between good and evil 

[If the Queriſt can frame a good Anſwer that might ſa 
tistp the conſcience of a Jew, then; - w«tatis mutundu, the 
ſame will be an Anſwer to his own Queries. | 


II. Tale thi Categorical Anſwer to the ſaid Queries, 


1. There was, is, and ſhall be till the worlds end, 2 
Catholick Church, that in every age is viſible by the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity to the perſons then living. 

2. Out of this Catholick Church ordinarily there is no 
Salvation. 1 

3. That is the Holy Catholick Church, which profeſ- 
ſeth that One Holy Catholick Faith, ance for all delives 
red unto the Saints, whereof the Holy Scriptures ate the 
Conſeryative and Rule. 

4. That Holy Catholick Church teaches no error de- 
ſtructive of Salvation. a | 

5. Therefore cannot, ſo long as it continues ſo, aboſe 
the world by impoſing falſe, or forged Scriptures upon 
it, 1 vu wh _ 


| Leers further; 
What reaſon now from hence can be deduced , why any 
eational perſon ſhould deſert the Church of England, that 
adheres to (che acknowledged Rule of Faith ) the Scrip. 
B 2 ä 


(4) 
tures, and enter into the preſent Church of Rome, which 
at the threſhold requires bim to renounce his Senſes, Rea. 
ſon, and Charity, and obliges him to the belief of a Creed 
compoſed a few years ago at Trent, which we delire the 
Papiſts to prove was the Catholick Faith of the truly an- 
tient and Catholick Church, 


— 


—— 
— — 


Third Sectian containing the Papiſts Reply. 


N. 1: A Categorical Anſwer to the Queries concerning 
| the Jewiſh Church, 5 


I Admit the promiſes ef Cod here mentioned reſpeftively to 
pet and Chriſtians. 


4 10 . 0 Tothe firſt I anſwer affirmatively. 
A, to2.,0- 


The Second commits a fallacy of Ignoratio elenchi. The 
Queries about the Chriſtian Church (to which theſe ought to cor- 
reſpond) ' proceed not upon any particular Kingdom, no nor upon 
any particular 'Chyrch , nor on every one, or auy particular 
mumber of the Prieſts or Paſtors of the Church; but upon the re. 
preſentative Catholick, Church in a full and lawful meeting of the 
chief Paſtors to teach the Church diffuſrve , what ſhe is to believe 
As nay of Faitb, or to reject as errors in Faith, when queſti« 
ant Ariſe about any of, them. I therefore anſwer , that when any 
ſuch. queſtion aroſe among the ßere, they were neither to have 
their laſt refuge to the Kings of 1/rael or Fudab, nor to the State, 
Magiſtrates , or common people for reſolution in what they were 
to believe; but to the lawful _ Prieſt for the time , with his 
High Conncil or Synod of other chief Prieſts and Docters, in the 
Law of Moſes : And they were to. konform their belief to what 
they defined, and taught them, ſo that whatſoever either the Kings, 
or ſome number of inferior Tribes, or ſome particular Prieffs , 
taught, prattiſed, or believed , contrary to the Doftrine and de- 

nition of this Supreme Spiritual Council was to be held erroneous, 
and thoſe who held forth ſuch erroncoms Doctrine pertinaciouſly, or 
| 2 practiſed 


(* 

praftiſed publickly 3 tot; were to be eftermed in their 
defirine Hereticks ,. and in their prattiſe Nonconformiſts to the 
True Church , or &. — from it. If therefore a few in the 
times mentioned in the Luerie ſhould have demanded , which was 
then the True Viſible Church, - wherein Salvation could be acqui- 
red, the anſwer muſt have bten, That it ma tbe High Prieſt 
then being, and all theſe believers , who — their Faith , , 
Practiſes and Communion to him and his high Council, ut ſupra: 

And all ſuch, as ſtood in oppoſition againſt him, and diviſion from 
him, were Aliens (ſo long as they continued in that ſtate) from 
the True Church. Now if the LZuerift had proved efficacionſly, 
that the High Prieſt with his fore named Cauncil taught che people, 
either Idelatry, (the common ſin of the Jews) or any other breach 
of Gods Law, tobe lawful, or any error againſt Gods Revelati- 
ons to be true, or any of his Revelations to be falſe, he had over- 
thrown the whole fabrickof my Queries. Bus ſeeing this is not 
yet done by him, his Queries are neither an Anſwer, nor any ob- 
fruttion to mins, and therefore they remain in their full vigour 
againſt him. For notwithſtanding all be ſays in his ſecond Que- 
ry, (which is the main force of his iuſtauce) I have clearly ſhewed, 
a few of thoſe times, which was then the True Viſible Church, 
ons of which Salvation could not be had. Now is 1s impoſſible,, 
to prove any ſuch matter, unleſs be enervate the words of aur Sa- 
viour, Mat. 23.2,37 where he ſays, That whatſoever the Scribes 
and Phariſees taught, who had and did ſit in Moſes his chair 
( that is ſucceeded in his Spiritual authority) was to br obſerved 
and dane by all the Jewiſh people : which ſuppoſes evidently, they 
could not teach them either error in Faith and Maunert, as part 
of Gods word for then he ſhould have commanded to do evil, and 
believe errors : ſo that they were infallible in their teac hing till 
Shiloh came. And the reaſon why they were ſo infallible (ſays 
our Saviour) was, becauſe they ſate upon Moſes his chair, and 
ſo governed ſucceſſively the Church of God faithfully is marrer 
of deftrine , as he did in his time: Upon the chair of Moſes 
have ſate the Sccibes and Phariſees: All therefore that 
they ſhall ſay unto you, Obſerve and do it. And this rea- 
ſon proves not only, thoſe that ſate then when. our Saviour ſoaks 
theſe 


- rather from them by his ſole pernſal , what was, and what 


Malachi. . 2. from the Ath. to the 8th. 


(6) 
theſe words, but that all-thoſe who ſate before them tver ce the 
time of Moſes were infallible in all divine doftrines bath of Faith 
and Manners, | 

The third Querie is therefore thus auſwered , That the Jewiſh 
Church, (under ſt ond ut ſupra) could not teach any error, as mat- 
ter of Divine Faith or Religion. | 

To the fourth Querie, 1 an(wer, That, though front the pre- 
cedent Anſwers , it followes , that the Jewiſh Church by divine 
direction preſerved the Holy Scriptures ſo entirely, that it never 
rejected any true part of Gods written word, nor received into 
their Canon of Gods written word any Book,, or Sentence, which 
was not his word yet it followes not thence , that every private 
perſon ſhould find out every particular point of Religion by parti- 
calar or expreſs proofs ont of that written word alone; but that 
the Authority of the Jewiſh Church, ut ſupra , in matters con- 
troverted, ſhould imterpoſe it ſelf , and determine the controver - 

fie. Nor do the two Texts quoted in the Quorie prove thus much: 

For that Eſa. 8. 20. pow only this, that they were neither 
to have reconrſe to Soothſayers, nor to extraordinary viſions, but 
tothe Law and Teſtament , when doubts aroſe. Now this is 

ſo far from forbidding to have recourſe to the preſent reſpectiue 

Prieſts and Governors of the Church, that the Law and Teſt a- 
ment command expreſly ," that recourſe is to be had to them in 
doubrful caſes, Deut. 17. from the 8th, to the 12th. verſe, and 

In which places the in- 

rerpretation of the Law is reſerved to the Prieſt, and the di[- 

obedience to the Prieſts command, declared to be ſo great a fin, 

that it is to be puniſbed with no leſs than death. And for the 

Scriptures themſelves , it was ſo far from the Ordinance of Mo- 

ſes his Lam, that every particular or private Believer had li. 

cenſe , or opportunity, er ordinary poſſibility to pernſe them, and 

Was 
not to - belirzved, (as private ProtesFants now do) that the Law 

was only to be read to them once in Seven years, Deut. 31. 16,11, 

and was accordingly performed by Eſdras, Nehem. 8. 1, 2, 3. 

And thit was 455 we read in Scripture of the common People knuow- 


- ing the written word, And it appears, that the people were 


fo 


62>) 
fo far from undertaking by their own private judgements to attai® 
art full meaning of cory hai d — int 2 Lam, that it i* 
ſaid v. 79. that the Levites interpreted to the people, and that 
Eſdras taught them: And v. 13. not only the people , but the 
inferior Levites and Prieſts came to Eſdras the chief Prieft to 
hear from him the interpretation of the Law. Now the reſpon» 
dent, if he will make a parallel between the common people of the 
ems and his Proteſt ants, muſt produce ſome clear place of Scrip- 
ture, where the Books of the Law of Moſes , and not only they, 
but the whole Old Teſtament was as common and familiar in the 
houſes and hands of every ignorant few , as the Old aud New 
T eſt ament is now in the houſes and bands of every ignorant Pro- 
teſtant, which I believe he will find @ very hard tan, ſeeing 
Printing being then unknown to the world, it would have been 
very diſſicult to have found ſo immenſe a number of copies, as are 
now ( fince Printing) of the Bible amongſt Proteftants., Yet are 
not we of opinion, that the Scriptures are either not profitable , 
(as Saint Paul ſays they are) or not ſaſſicient (ſuppoſing them to 
be the written word of God by ſome precedent proof) by way of Rule 
to make us wiſe unto Salvation. For they cant ain many of the 
moſt important points of Religion clearly and expreſſely to all, who 
are not willfully pertinacious., and what they contain not in parti- 
eularexpreſſions b gereral rules they refer to the Church, aud the 
chief Governors of it, to learn them from their months, or from 
the Univerſal Tradition of Chriſtendome. But that evegy 
articular Chriſtian is to receive and know what he is to believe, 
what not, by his ſole peruſal of Gods written word , as though e- 
very particular point of Chriſtian Faith were particularly (et down -* 
in it, or by particular reſpectiue conſequences , er other particular 
proofs concerning every ſuch point to be deduced from it, is (o great 
Paradox; that no' man ( I think) who bath hi right ſenſes can 
averr it. For beſides the unlearned, which is the far greater part of 
Chriftendome, whereof 4 very great part know neither to writ e 
nor read, and therefore depend upon the credit of others, what 
are the words of Scripture ,, or i they can read, know no ot her 
ſave their Mothers tongue, and thereby are ſubject to a thau- 
, ſand'miſconſtruttions of the words or Phraſes in the Original; or 


if 
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if they arrive to'the knowledge of the original , know not the true 
Rules of interpretation of Scripture, and thereby run into errors; 
or if they know them, out of Pride, or ſelf conceit of their own 

| wit aud jngdment, will nos ppl them: Aud as to the Learned, 
| ſceing they, After all their i 15 „kill in Langnages, compa- 
ring one place with another, & c. are yet ſo far from according 
one with another in the interpretation of divers places of Scripture 
touching points of Faith controverted', that there is no hope after 
150 years diſcord they will ever come to an agreement. 

But ſuppoſe ſome learned men might have a greater inſight into 
Scripture, and approach nearer to the ſenſe of, it,” then "Bl that 
are leſs learned, or the ignorant; , yet Scripture interpreted by 
9 private mens jndgment cannot be a ſufficient Rule of Faith, or 
if means to obtain it. For the Rule and means appointed by almigh- 
. ty God to attain Faith, muſt be common and univerſal to all ſorts 

of Chriſtians ; nor muſt there be one rule and means for the lear- 
ned, and anot her for the unlearned. - Seeing Scripture cannot 
be ſufficiently interpreted by the ſole means of Scripture by the un- 
learned, , 4s I have ſhewed, and Scripture interpreted by pri- 
vate men cannot be the Rule and Meant — by Almighty 
1 . "God for the guiding of conſciences in all points of Faith, there muſt 
(] therefore be ſome other for the unlearned,and conſequently for all, 

1 Ne this ot her means and rule can be no ut ber excogitable(unleſs we 

hs run to the Sole private Spirit of Phanatiques,which is more abſurd 

"then all the reſt,) ſave the direction and univerſal Tradition of © 

God Catholick Church, as ts above declared. 
As to your laſt ſentence, I acknowleag , T hat he who can anſwer 

3 theſe Queries may anſwer mine, and the ſame ſubſtant ial anſwer 

mutatis mutandis, will ſatisfie a good conſcience in both. Nor 

did I ever think my Queries nnanſwerable : for I know I could 

. anſwer them my ſelf, or any one may do, who aſſents to the Prin- 

_ «Ciples of the Roman Church. But I proponnded my Queries to 

Proteſtants and ſhewed they are unanſwerable by them ; and from 

them only it is, from whom I in this occaſion expect an an- 
(wer. 


/ 


W. 2. 


(9) 
N. 2. Now let us weigh the Categorical Anſwers, 


To the firſt the Anſwer ſeems to be affirmative, Onely there 
4 ſome dubiouſneſs in the word, Seh nie Fer al Here: 
ni — 4a viſsble profeſſion of Chrifianity. - 
— ore you — trat Chriſtianity i in their wah 
Profe ” Cz 


nſmer is accepted. 
To the ſecond' you add the word, Ordinarily. _— therefore 
mean by this, that ſome may be avedin extr nary daſer 
one of the viſible Church, I take the Anſwer to be aff — 0 
that 1 be ſaved. ue of the vifible Catbolick, Charch, 
which I think. ii = to the fream of all Chriſtian A. 


2 = — 1 of 4 e nr Anſwer. For 1 4. 
mand, d profeſſions, which it naw 
the Haly Ca Ca & - — 94 deſignation of ſome one, or ſome 
ſet number of Profeſſions —_—_ on foot. And you tell me what the 


Holy Cat liek Church is, 7 PP 7 any par - 
ticular profeſſion or profeſſions of Chri you intended 
to make 4 deſignation , _ anſwered er oat gs per æquè 
obſcurum, which can _ orical Anſwer, Fer it it mw 
p as obſcure among Chriſtians , b profeſſion that is which now 
| profeſſeth the trus Catbelick, Faith once for all delivered to 
. th <0 & c. 4 it is , which is now the Holy Catholick, 
Churc 


Tur fourth Anſwer is defetive ex infufficienti enumers- 
tione partium, and not Categorical, For I put ewe parts in 
my Lnerie , Deſtructive of Salvation, or indangering of 
it. 
| Tow anſw wer to the fir but 72 to the ſe- 
| Ze tin nn ag was the main foree of the 
#erie 
| Tear fifth Anſwer is not Categorical, becauſe only conditional. 
Yew ſay, The Cathotick Church ſo long as it continues ſo 
cannot, &c, New thir conditional, So long as it continues 
ſo, ſme, thas the S Cherch can ceaſe to be abe 4 


@ e.. whe" 
Y LE . - - 
. £ : 


| (10) 

tholick Church, which is both contrar to your anſwer to the firſt 
Derie, herein you my „ that it here ie i get Hifible 
Catholick Church, and a moſt damnable error in Chriſtianity. For 


. of the Vijible Cathelick, Church cas ever chaſe to be, | Chriſt 


who-hath promiſes, it ſhall ever.be; Eph. 4. 10, 11, 12. & 
will become a falſe Propbet: Ju: 1 ſe, you bed given a Cate- 
-porical Aer q Nhe it can aν,el tag de falſe Jcnipture, & c. 
then you muſt grant, that theGwthalick Vi ble. Chub us infaths- 
bleinthe deliveyy Feriprurr. If ſo, then, is there uo [ufal- 
lible Jndg upon the earth ronterning ibis points . If I 1 require - 
ſome (atisfattory reaſon, why tha Charchfhould be infallible by (his 
and fallible in uber points of. Raith, (geing it 1545 great Abſurdity 
ie a t falſe Fault, g wich falſe Betvprores Gy 
what authority is there either in Scripture , or Antiquity gubich 
limitrthe infatlibility of ubs Church- te-the ſolt dxter mination of 
Scriptare' Or is it not 46." pornicions to 4 Soul to be put 
in danger of dumnation by having 4 * og error taught 
it by the. Church, as. by having, ſome. Books , 1 (eſs 
dangerous har bat wer or, poſad upon it. by the Church, 


en Cafe lend The rig, vlg you arg.to de- 


ſerethe Proteſtant Enpiifh Church „is not, becanſe it adberes to 
the Scvipenres , as Rule of Faith, (for the Roman duth that 45 
well as the Proteſtant,) bat lecauſe they will have that the ſole 
Rele, in excluſion of Univerſal Tradition, and the woice of the 


Cube (Church, 


Nor is it any reaſon to refuſe to join with the Roman Church, 
beranſe it exjoyns one to remunce ha Seuſes and Reaſon. For it 
evjeys this no mote, than Soripeure and the Proteſtant Church 
der. For was not Lot to deny bis Senſes,when be perceived them 


to be Angels , whom — ears and touch taught him to be li. 


ving men ꝰ And bow could our Savin paſi through a while crowd 


people, and neither be ſeen , hard, or felt, without a aecep- 


nion of the Senſes ? Now it is far more oppoſite to humane reaſon , 
10 bel;evane to be three, and three 10 be one, and that in the very 


' ſelf ſame being wit hunt any difference, or mutation, then to by - 


kirve bread ic be changed into firſs,or ens boch te be in riert places 


» 3 What 


4 
(i) : l 
; ee 4 of breach of Charity,is miſconccit our dotrine. 
ono tees 12 Perſans, but the Dibtrine, ' ind that” Maint ai 
xi #ſy and obi. Now who doe ſb, we cannot 
7 olmaly judg\, and therefore paſs'no ubſolute judy ment pen par- 
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our Church, to ſtop the mouths of  gainſayers or atleaſt 
to ſecure prudent readers from the dangerous praiſes of 
thoſe, wholike Thu ceaſe not to pervert the ſtreight 
waies of the Lord; yet IL have taken ſome ſpare time to 
examine what is returned to that Paper, which you know 
Sir, Iwcitin your Dining- room whilſt you ſtaid a while 


for your company to dinner. Upon the peruſsl I find no- 
thing, that may render the defence of mine own former 
writing ſo difficult to me, as it may be ted ious to you. Fot 
you will ſee that Oracle of Solomon verified; The beginner 
of ſtrife is like one that opens a-paſſage to waters. As wa- 
ters let in at a ſmall breach quickly ſpre ad to a deluge : ſo 

ou may obſerye, how contentions about Religion pun 
by. admiſſion of a fewqueſtions ſwell to Volumes that cloy, 
or tire rather then inſtruct readers, except they be ſuch 
lovers of Truth, as to ſeekit with patience. Zut leaſt 
my ſilence might give ſome occaſion to the Adverſaric of 
— — our Church, (whereas indeed neither the 
validity of our cauſe or profeſſion , nor the credit of our 
Church depends on ſo weak a Bi, as the acting of one 
of the meaneft of her Children) I hall endeavour to re- 
pait this breach, and to retrench theſe bitter waters of 
Romiſh contentions againſt the Truth into their own 
channels. And that you may not be affrighted with the 
very bulk of my Reply, I Mall not enlarge my diſcourſe 
to diſprove every particular, which theſe Papers may 


- tempt me to contradict, but make ſhort animadverſions 


- upon whatever occurs and appears material to our preſent 


Queries. 8 
My firſt Querie miniſters no occaſion of diſpute, The 
ſecond, in which be tightly appreberids'the-main force of 


. my.inſtance agꝛinſt his Queries to lie, is attacked by bim 


: confidently, with ſuch weapons; 20 f may fafely truſt you 


to judge of their yalidity, And indeed you that are aſ- 
ſaulted in the poſſeſſion of the truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
conveyed unto a the light of Gods Word in the Scri- 


prure, which is held forth by a Miniſtertie, chat dorh-nor 


pretend 


20 
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pretend to Infallibility,, but profeſſeth legitimate Autho- 
rity to inſtru& all under. their charge in the Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, muſt be Judge in the Court of your own 
conſcience, whetber the Roman Queſtioniſt, or I, ſpeak 
chat which is agrecable to the common Rules of Truth. 
And your Reaſon aſſiſted with the bleſſit g of God, the 
Father of Lights , who freely and liberally gives wiſdom 
ſaFcient to. ſalvation unto all, that with Humility, 
meekneſs and reſolution of obedience implore his hol 
Spirit of underſtanding, mult be permitted to be your 
Guide-in.diſcovering'the True Church from the Falſe; and 
may as well and'ſately be allbyed to diſtinguiſh the whole- 
ſome Doctrine from the corrupt and nvx1ous : ſince this 
may be eaſier and ſooner diſcerned by the agreeableneſs of 
any Doctrine to the ſence of Scripture, in which all uz 
neceſſary are plain, then the truth of a Church can be di 
covered by thoſe Notes commonly given by the Papiſts, 
which are uncertain, variable, difficult to be examined, 
and: (which is of moſt importance) not infallibly known 
to be the infallible Notes of a True Church, nor infallibly 
applied to their Church, except you will take their Teſti- 
mony of themſelves to be infallible, which is the thing in 
queſtion. 
But not to make unneceſſary excurlions , I ſhall betake 
my ſelf to examine his Anſwer to my ſecond Querie. [ 
will not waſte time to unfold the Logical term, I#neratio 
Etenchi , thoug\ I can ſhew how unjuſtly this fallacy is 
charged upon me, and how eaſily it may be retorted upon 
him. Iſball appeal to your reaſon, and leave you to de- 
termine, who is guilty of miſtaking the Argument in de- 
bates or of proctediog fallaciouſſy. He thinks , de hath 
conyinced me of ſuch a. ſophiſtical dealing, by ſaying 
That the Queries about. the Chriſtian, Church, to hi 
thoſe propounded by me ought to correfpond; proceed not 
upon any N Kingdom , no nor upon any particu. 
pr Church, But I deſire you to confider, whether there 
be nog an exact analogy (as to the fuffcient way aun! 
means 
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means of ſalyation )-between the Chriſtian Church under 
the Goſpel diffuſed through all Nations, arid the'Jewith 
Gburch, which was the only Nation, which had chen the 
peculiar priviledge to be in Covenant with God, and to 
enjoy the living Oractes of truth; and whether there be 
not a juſt cited in the obligation, that lies up- 
on the members of either Church, both to ſerye God ſin- 
cerely according to his will revealed in his Word, and al- 
ſo at the ſame time to yield obedience to their Superiors in 
the Lord, and according to that Law, which was-given 
to Prince and Prieſts and People. The whole Kingdom of 
Maul at firſt , as it was undjvgded , was the only Chugch 
of God : And the Kingdomof Fadab, after the Rent, was 
the only Spouſe of God, till ſhe had a Bill of Divorce for 
her ſpiritual whoredoms. And therefore let any indiffe- 
rent Reader judge, whether 1 proceeded not upon a good 
ground ,* when I compared the preſent Catholick Church, 
with the only Church, though then confined to one Nati- 
on, ſince both are equally furniſhed by God with ſuftici- 
ent means to preſerve Religion, and both are equally lia- 
ble to corruption in their members, and if you will be- 
lieve St. Pauls warning to the Church of Rome, the vilible 
Roman Church is more then equally with that of the Jews 

obnoxious to a grand apoſtacy and exciſion. 
[There is indeed one difference between the particular 
members of the Jewiſh Church under the Law, and parti, 
calar Chriſtians under the Goſpel , for which the conditi- 
on of Gods ſervants under the Old Teſtament was much 
harder, then ours is under the New, For the prefcript 
ſervice of God being of old tied to the Temple at Hieruſa- 
lem, and the people being bound to worſhip God there, 
when the Temple was ſhut up, and the worlhip of the Lord 
wholly laid down , as under King Aber, (read 2 Chroy. 
29. 7.) or when the City and Temple were polluted and 
prophaned with the execrable Altars and Images of B, 
of the Sun, and of the Hoſt of Heaven, ind Deyil- wor. 
ſhip which were ſet up hy 24a»eſth, who required obedience 
2 My 6 of 


- 4 


of . 
- 2 


Cs 
of Prieſts and people, and filled fenſalem with the blood . 
of them who choſe to obeyꝝ Cod rather than Man, See 
2 Chron. 33. 3,9. 2. Kings 24. 4.) Gods faithful fer- 
vants muſt needs have been in a fad ſtreight between their 
2ealufor Gods Houſe and ſervice, and their obligation to 
their ſuperiors, who cauſed, at leaſt urged them to err and 
to do worſe then the Heathen (as the Holy Ghoſt ſpealu 
in that ſtory) when there was no appearance (as this Ro- 
mahiſt ſondly dreams) of à ſtanding Coundil aſſiſtintito 
the High Prieſt reſident at Hieraſalem as à Vilible guide in 
Gods way,'-but the Prieſt that ſne ved their heads were all 


Sycophants and Seducers., Zut now the Ser vice of God Job, 4 21, 
being ſpiritual and not tyed to any one place, nor the Law 24. 


of Chriſt confined to one Biſhops chair oaly / but the 
Cliarch being ſpred throughout all nations, and every 
Church, that is aſſociated orderly in any Kingdom, or 
Nation, or being endowed with a ſufficient power of con- 
duct and government, {in'which the Chriſtian Magiſtrate 
is concerned) if a prevalent party of Governours be not 
only-corrupted in matters of NHigma, but alſs fo abu- 
five of power, that the communion with that Church be 
unſafe, Chriſtians are much more at liberty than the Jews 
were, bevauſe by removal of their habitucion they may 
lea te a gangrened limb of the Catholiĩck Church, and joyn 
to i ſound er part, where they may, be it in the Eaſt, or 


in the Weſt, offer a pure oblation aud incenſe unto God dae. 1. 
wich acceptance upon che Altar Chriſt Jeſus. This ad- 11. 
vantage of freedom and ſafety for the Service of God, and . 13 
working out their own ſalvation, a Chriſtian gains above 


a e by the propagation of the Goſpel unto the Gentiles, 
and the ſettlement of partitulat Churches in ſeveral Ter- 
ritories under ſeveral juriſdictions. Bur ſtili the parallel 
holds between Jews and Chriſtians, both in regard of theit 
duty to God, and their Govet nours, and in reſpect alſo 
of the proviſton for their eternal Salvation when the i. 
niquity of the times is ſuch, chat cheir Governours will 
cies maker the people commirted.20-their:charge drum 


with . 
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ec. 14. f. with the N wine of their fornicationg, or make 


& 17- 6, themſelves 


runk with the blood of Martyrs] J 
But he goes on to tell us, that his Queries proceed upon 
the Repreſentative Catholick Church ina full and lawſul 
meetingof the chief Paſtors to teach the Church diffuSve 
whatſhe is to-belleve as matters of Faith, or to reject as 
— 4 in Faith; when Queſtions ariſe about any of 
t . 
, 1. Now Sir, again I appeal-to your reaſon, 1. whether 
you did apprebend, or could divine, or by any thing in 
thoſe Queries imagine, that by the Viſtble C athol ick Church 
( vhich he ſuppoſes muſt be conſulted as the Guide of Sal- 
vation) is to be underſtood a truly general Council law- - 
fully aſſembled. | 
But now ꝓou may be ſatisfied , that when the Papiſts 
make a noyſe, with crying up the Catholick Church, they 
do not mean the Body of the Chriſtian Church diffuſive 
over the whole earth, which:though it cannot err ia mat - 
ters of Faith neceſſary to Salvation (for then, it ſhoul d 
ceaſe to be a Church by dt holding the head Chriſt Jeſus) 
et can not this be a Guide, becauſe it cannot be conſulted 
y particular Chriſtians, or others, who having get an 
incling of the truth, and deſirous of Salvatien, may be 
inquiſitive for a Guide, And though every Chriſtian which 
is a ſound member of the Catholick Church, by holdin 
the true Faith, and being ready to joyn upon every g 
occaſion with all his Fellow. members in the worſhip of 
God through Chriſt Jeſus according to the Rules of the 
Goſpel , be obliged to communicate his Light to any man 
that wants it, yet is not every man that agrees withahe 
Catholick Church, an Infallible Guide: And leſs than 
Inſallibility will not ſerve a papiſts turn when he talks of a 
Guide, though the poor ſouls in that Synagogue never ſee 
any but ſuch Guides, which are confeſſedly fallible, becauſe 
Infallibility is not the Lot of particular Prieſts. 
And now being inſtructed to take their meaning (which 
was 3 ſecxet not to be foreſeen ) for their ſaying, I hope 
| you 
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ou have not forgot, what you have heard my Lord Falt- 
nd often (ay, Paſtors affembledinCduncil;ztough x 
governing part, are ſtill but 2 part of theChurctiCarhyglickz 
and this may be ſecured from the gates of Hell, though 
they may be permit ted to err in matters of Faith, * 

But allowing all due honour of Reverence and Obedi- 
enee to a truly General Council lawfulty aſſembled in the 
name of Chriſt, and proceeding ſincetely by the a ſſiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoſt; 1 deſire yon to conſider, how 
particular Chriſtians are by this mans explication of the 
word, Church, ſet forward in ſhe way to find that which 
is ptetended to be abſoſutely neceflary; to wit, an Infal- 
lible Guide in matters of Faith, and holy Life. You know, 
that, after the Apoſtles had finiſhed their courſe, the 
Church ſubliſted upon the ſtock of their doctrine, wick 
an ordinary Miniſtry erected and ſupported by Chriſt in 
ſeveral Churches reſpectively, for many years, and ſome 
ages without a general Council. Let partieulat Chriſti- 
ſtlans had all that while a ſufficiency of certain means for 
the conduct of their Souls in the wayes of Truth, Peace, 
and Holyneſs, unto eternal life. And therefore: doth 
it not appear evident, that there was Salvation attained , 
without a Church in the ſenſe of this Queriſt ? But never 
was there Salvation out of the Catholick Church. I'pray 
marke now, whois ignorant of, or wilfully miſtakes 
the Argument we treat of, the Queriſt, or the Re- 
ſpondent? 

Thirdly, Ideſire you to conſider, in what a wilder- 
neſs you are intangled, without eertain path, or iſſue, if 
once you be perſwaded to forſake your ordinary Guides, 
who ſead you not by their own light, but by the Lan- 
thorn they hold forth, which enables you to judge of their 
leading and your own walking inthe right way, and then 
to jook for this Chimerical Guide called the Church. For 
you know, 1. General Councils are not ſtanding Guides. 
2. And how ſhall particular Chriſtians be infallibly aſſu- 
red, (and leſs then that, according to the common Hypo- 

D thelis 
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. thelfis of Papiſts, will not ſerve for à ground of divine 
eib) cher Council when it is aſſembled is truly a full 
meeting of oniy lawful Paſtors , and that they proceed ſo 
as t be a ſſi ſted by the Holy Ghoſt, ſince the Learned are 
not agreed on the Conditions requiſite to wake the Body of 
an Aſſembly fit for the ſpirit of Inſallibility; and the un- 
learned are never able byidifquiſition ta be aſſured that the 
Council which pretends to be their Guide is juſtly quali- 
fied to be ſo. | | | 
Again 3. Remember how ſilent Councils are in cafes of 
conſcience, and particulgr matters of holy life; in which. 
there is as much danger, if you miſtake the way, of ruſh- 
ing into Hell, as in matters of Faith. If reaſon and or- 
dinary Paſtors, without = here? Jo infallibility, can ap- 
pluy Scripture· Light to guide our feet certainly in the way 
to Heaven, why is there more neceſſity of a Council to 
teach us matters of Faith, than to inſtruc us in holyneſs 
of life? Miſtake me not: I acknowledg the Authority 
of Councils as uſeful for the preſervation of Peace, and 
for the more vigorous: ſupꝑreſſion of falſe teachers, which 
corrupt the truth. But I ſee no - abſolute neceflity of 
that extraordinary power to teach the Church diffulive 
the form of wholeſome Doctrine eſtabliſhed nom by 
the Conſent of Ages to the Faith once delivered to the 


Saints. 


| Bur ſuppoſing: FI geneval Jawfu] Council to be ehg.only 


teacher, to be truſted , how ſhall particular Chriſtigns be 

infallibly aſſured of their Doctrine, the knowledg where- 
of is conveyed by no vther means, but fuch as are con- 
keſſed ly fallible Aud therefore you will ſtiY be to ſeek for 
a ſufficient Guide according to the Senſe of this Grand- 
Sigriior, All the objections made againſt the Holy Scrip - 
tures as they are uſed for inſtruments to diſcover the truth 
and the will of God: ( which certainly they were by God 
deſigned to be, for the benefit of the People as well-as Pa- 
ſtors ) will be more forcibly urged to the diſenabl ing the 


Canons of Councils from being à certain Rule of 4 * 
7 an 
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they can be to — — . from 
ey —— in the Charch: Since: the words of 2 Coun· 
cil in the original cannot be planer nor mote epreſſiye of 
the mind of God; then thoſe which the eternal Wiſdome 
aud Holy Spirit of God immediately directed the Pen- 
men of Scripture to endite: And dar Tranſlations in- 
to Vulgar Languages are ſubject ac to as many 
uncertainties as the:Tranſkariqns.of the - Bible 3 And laſt- 
ly there will ſtill be area. 99 infallible Judg, 
that ſhall expound and apply the: Canons: of Coyncils ro 
particular Chriſtians, which may de called with leſs dan- 
ger of Blaſphemy, a Dead Letter and a Lesbian Rule,then 
the Holy-Scriptures are, when they are defamed by ſuch 


diſparaging: Characters faſtned upon thoſe Holy Oracles of 


G Papiſh writers, who are; as the antient Hereticks, 
ig Seripturarns. TE OL LE 
But notwithſtanding bis reprehenſion of me for a feig- 
ned correſpondence between the Jewiſh. and Chriſtian 
Church, yetat laſt to maintain the infallibility of gene- 
ral; Councils (which, if granted, comes very ſhoft.of ma- 


king good his deſign, that weſhould miſtake the Roman 
Church for the Catholik, and the factious Conventicles 


of Italy packed by the. Pope to ſervethe intereſt of the 
Court of Rome for Legitimate Councils) Hewill be an 
Advocate for the Synagogue. And rather, then the Suc- 
ceſlors of the Scribes and Phariſees ( who imitate their 
crimes, and inherite their woes: denounced by our bleffed 
Saviour againſt them) ſhall loſe their priviledg of Infalli- 
bility., the Jews, that in their conſiſtory perſeeuted David, 
murdered the Prophets,ſet up Idols in the Temple of God, 
corrupted, Religion, and condemned our Saviour the 
Truth it ſelf, (bail have the Gift of Infallibility fined upon 
them. What ſhort · ſighted men are other Papiſts in com- 
pariſon of this Illaminado, who derive the Pedegree of an 
Infallible Guide from St. Peter; when this man de- 
duces it from the Scribes and Phariſees, whom Chriſt 


calls openly Blind Guides, and from the Sanbedrin at 24. 
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pfal. 2 2. Jermſalem, who, as the Holy Shoſt ſays took counſel againſt 
* dope 


the Lord and againſt his anoyated 
Obſerye what he ſays ; wr. If I had proved efficach- 
ouſly, that the High Peieſt with his forenamed. Council 
taught the people Idolatry or any other hreach of Gods 
Law to be lawful, &c. I had overthrown the whole fa. 
brick of his. Queries. ö 
Indeed I offered a0 large proof of it to you Sir, whom 
I know to be ſo. very well verſed inthe: Law and the Pro- 
| phets, that you could en rn of the ſtory and the 
Aead. Sermons, which record plainly and reprove ſharply, the 
Chron. horrid crimes of the Prieſts and Elders,(whether ia Coun. 
| 35-34. , eil, or out of Council, it matters not 3- ſince neither 
| — place, nor r did change their manners). in corrup- 
| ting Religion, in ſeducing the People (which certainly 
was done by dectrine as much as by example, and by Au- 
thority abuſed in both) in petſecuting the Prophets, and 
in complying with Idolatrous — to the erecting Idols 
and Altars to them in the houſe an City of God, to the 
ſhutting up of the Temple, and extinguiſhing the Lamps, 
and wl4,b is worſe than all this, to the rejecting of the ye. 
ry Books of the Law, that the people might not ſee that 
| Light, which would reprove their deeds of darkneſs, I 
Act. 26.27 may ask the Queriſt , as, St. Paul did K. Agrippa, Belie. 
| " veſt thou the Prophets? But I dare not anſwer for him 
| as St. Raul did for the King, I know that thou beljeveſt 
| 


wer enn 


them. For indeed the Prophets aſſure us, that the Prieſts , 

( whoſe lips ſhould have keps knowledg, and ſhould have 

taught the people the true way of ſerving God, and there- 

fore the people were bound to ſeek the lar from the mouth 

| of Gods appointed Meſſenger; but were not tyed to re- 
2842.28. ceive chaff inſtead of wheat, much leſs poiſon inſtead of 
* * wine) were themſelves departed out of the way, and cau- 
: ſed many to ſtumble- at the Law, and broke. the covenant 
of Levi. And notwithſtanding their vain preſumption, 
— controlled by the Prophet Ezekiel (which you ſee is taken 

| Jer. 18. 18. up by their ſucceſſor ) that the Law ſhould not * 
| | , , rae 


( 
| 


| 
| 
ö 
' 
| 
| 


| Ezek. 7. 
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the Prieſt, yet they that handled the law knew not the 
the Paſtors alſo were brutifh, and tranſgreſſed 
But though the prevarications' of the Prieſts in the Law, 
and theit ſeduRions of che credulous people to their ru- 
ine ( for if the blind lead the blind, add none were fo blind 
as Gods ſervants and meſſengers, were in the Prophet 
Eſas daies, that. they not both fall into the ditch) be writ- 


ten with a pen of Iron, and grave with the point of 21 


Lord, 1...2.8.& 
again God Jer 21, 


Eſa. 42. 


20. 


diamond upon the horns of their altars, yet this Queriſt Mar. 15. 


would have told aJew that inquired for the good old way, 


thar the Prophets of the Lord were miſtaken, For he ſays Jer. 17“ 1. 


he hath. clearly ſhewed a Jew of thoſe times, that the High 
Prieſt then in being (ſuppoſe fot example, Uriah the Prieſt 
who to pleaſe King Aba ſet up an Illegitimate Altar ag- 
cording to the pattern of one at Damaſtut, and ſer aſide 
the Altar of the Lords appointment) with his crew of 
Court-paraſites was the true viſible Church, to whoſe word 
and practiſe the whole people of God were bound to ſtand: 
and conform. r | 

SIR, I know not what apprehenſions you may have 
of this mans extolling the Jewiſh Prieſt with contradicti- 
on to Gods prophets : But I cannot without horror look 
upon the diſcourſe, becauſe I foreſee the conſequence 
of it, and diſcover the drift of it, which is to palliate, 
yea too juſtify, the Doctrines of Devils taught, and the 
Superſtitious and Idolatrous practices in the preſent 
Church of Rome, which are as reconcileable to the ſecond” 
Commandement, and that of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt wor- 


ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, as Mat 


the Calf in the defert, and thoſe at Day and Bethel, aud 
the worſhip of Baa! were conſiſtant with the Law of 
Moſes. i a 

But that which the Prophets have done, he ſays is im- 
poſſible for me to do, unleſs Fenervate the words of our 
Saviour, Mat. 23. 2,3. God forbid, that 1 ſhould at- 


tempt to ener vate the words of him that is the Truth it ſelf, 


but give me leave to ſhew-you, if you do not already clear- 
ly 


- 
4.10. 


enough | 
"I 0 Pharifers ſate. 


* rual Authority,, ( the 


"ly perceive 


_ : a 
F* L . 
bel : 
5 n 
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re are n linews in his diſcour fe ſty 
allihilit/ to the Chair, in which theScribey 


To paſyby the obſervation of ſome {earned expolitors, 
that by the chair of Aaſa (our Saviour. did not mention 
the chair of Aaron, the High Prieſt, to whom alone this 
man no friend to Severaign Magiſtrates confines the te- 
courſe, of Gods people) is meant, not ſo much the SMiri-; 
Querilt p  a$;Mhmc Civit 
Power, the Remains whereof yet lngalged by che Roman 
Conqueror to the Jews our Saviour would have preſerved. 
Let us allow that Chriſt enjoyns Obedience both to the Ci- 
vil and to the Spiritual power then exerciſed by ths Go- 
vernors of that Nation, What then? Do precepts of 
Obedience to our mortal ſupexiors necęſſari 7 inte 
fallibility in Parents, who are but the Fathers of our-Fleſks, 
or in Princes, who though they. be the Sons of God, and 
as the Angels of God, yet may fall as one of thoſe cele- 
ſtial Princes? Are they thereby ſo priveledged, that they 
can never enjoyn any thing ſo repugaant. to Gods ward , , 


th 
y 


co c 


as that the inferior Hall he driven, for tryal of bis Faitk 


ment; yet Prieſts, it may be, have a privile 
Lou ſee, what theſe men would be at, and you may quick- 


to the choice af obeying God, rather than man? But 
though Kings are not qade infallible, when they are ia 
veſted with à dixine power, albeit Selman ſays, that a. 
Divine Sentence is in the lips of the King, and his mouth 
tranſgreſſeth not in judgement , and their ſubjects are ty» 
ed by the Oath. of God to keep, the wiel commande- 
above, Kings. 


ly. diſcover. their intention to ſeclude Magiſtrates, from 
medling with Religion, when he ſays, that the Jews in 
queſtions about Religion were not to have the laſt refuge 
to the Kings. But the ſacred. Hiſter y informs..us abhug- 
dantly,, that the Kings of Gods people were the Guardi- 
ans of the Lax, and Fee the Prieſts 3 and the Re- 
ligious Kings by their ſevere edicts. oſtabliſhad ther ue Re» 


and 


ligion, and. refoxmed the Church, as Nell as the Stase, 


MY —— "> 


(.23.) 

d Prĩeſts (of themſebves otherwiſe bacxward)to 
attend their charge, and to teach the prople, ſo that x ⁊ca· 
lous Jew might wich better ſucceſs ha ve made his reſort to 
an Exrhzeb , oo Ad x are then to ſome cheif Priefts and 

Paſtors, that had been infected with the faſhions of an 
* Idolatrous Gourr. TY 1 


But not to inſiſt more on that, conſider the impudence 
of:this man, who faſtens upon our bleſſed Saviour that 
which he was ſo far from ſaying, that he ſays elſewhere the ; 
contrary. - For heaffirms, that Chrift [ayes ther the Scribes — 
and Phariſees were infallible, becauſe they ſate in Meſet's Chair, 2 
and ſo governed the Church of ſueceſſively and faith - 
fully in matter of doctrine, whence he concludes, that > 
neither their predeceſſors, nor they, could teach Error in 
faith or manners. As I have evinced by the Prophets, that the 
predeceſſors of theScribs and Phariſees (or rather thePrieſts * 
and Elders which commonly bear the name of the Church) 
were fa far from Infallibility, chat God bimſeit for their 
teaching lies;overthrew their Chair ;andfor their propha- 
ning the Temple, in which they vainty truſted when they 
turned itintoa den of thieves, God deſerted his own habita- 
tion, and laid it waſt: So he that reads theGoſpel will quick= 1 
ty 1 — figment oflufallibility, (not ſo much uſur · 8 
P by Scribs and Phariſees, themſelves, as pinned upon them 

y Papiſts,) overthrown by our. Saviour Chriſt were they 
ſecuted from error in e ding the Law, ud teach- 
ing the people the ſenſe thereof, whoſe — 2 righte- 
ouſneſs our Saviour .condemns as inconſiſtent with true 
juſtice, and whoſe corrupt gloſſes Chriſt confutes, and op- 
poſes his own authority to their comments which adulte. | 
rated the meaning of Gods law, But becauſe it may be ſaid, __ 
that this was a defect in them for want of light and ſpiritual 
obedience was the proper Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſo that 
this is not enough to convince the Scribes and Phariſees of 
error in Doctrine; I anſwer , that St. Paul ſays the Lam R 
is in it ſelf ſpiritual, and it was a groſs ſeduc ing the people 14. 
in faith and manners, to teach ſuch. carnal Doctrines a? 
in- 


= 


Mat. 5. 20. 
Oe. 


Luk. l 1. 


Wiſd. 1.5. 


See Joh. 
14.17. 


Mut. ig. i; that they, whom Chriſt calls blind Guides, were 2 


624) 


-iIncouraged and hardned men in ſin , and kept them from 


repenting of their. vain thoughts and vile luſts, which 
lodged in their hearts. But to go a ſtep further. Chriſt 
that commanded obedience * them, ( which neceſſaril 
mult be limited by the ſtatiding and known Laws of Gods 
people.) expreſly warns his Diſciples to beware of the 
Leaven of their Doctrine. If Chriſt did by the Precept 


-alledged evidently ſuppoſe ( as the Quexiſt ſays }: that 


Scribes and Phariſees could teach the people no error in 
faith and manners , then why did our Saviour go about to 
ſecure his Diſciples by ſuch a. Caution, whereas they had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect that which the Scribes and Phariſees 
offered thgm for the food of their ſouls ? Their very ſitting 
in Moſes Chair was à ſufficient aflurance ; that they were 
as faithful in the Houſę of God as Hoſes, (it you will take 
this mans word , Chriſt meant and ſaid ſo) and were ſo 


wiſe as they tould not be miſtaken, and ſo honeſt as they 


would not give ſowr Lea ven inſtead of heavenly Manna. 
Oh brave Patron of the accurſed Scribes and Phariſees ! 
But Sir, I'believe you have read the 23 Chapter of, St. 
Matthew throughout, wherein our Saviour ſers out thoſe 
blind Guides, and abominable Hypocrites, who had the 
Key of knowledg (as the Pope pretends to the cuſtodie 
of St. Peter's Keys) in ſuch deteſtable characters, as are 
inconſiſtent with Infallibility. But ſome will ſay, their 
corruptiq; in manners doth not infer their erroneouſneſs 
in Doctrine, and therefore Pope Alexander the Gb. though 
a Devil incarnate,” might be infallible in the Chair, as 2 
learned Lady of .the Romiſh ſide , whom you knew, once 
told me. I anſwer, that it will be hard to perſwade a ſo. 
ber Chriſtian that hath reverent apprehenſions of Gods 
holy Spirit', that the Spirit of Diſcipline will abide with 
ſuch unrighteouſneſs and uncleanneſs, or that perſons 
immerſed in worldly luſts ſhould enjoy the conſtant pre- 
ſence #nd influence of that Spirit which leads humble. and 
holy mea into all truth. But he chat can perſwade you 


| (25) 
Fir but alſo infallible Directors, may with the ſame conk- 
dence and arguments make you believe that the Sun ſhines 
inour Horizon at * 

I do not forget, th it is not the Pope's Infallibility, 
bat a Councils, which the Queriſt pleads for bythe — 
ple of the Scribes and Phariſees, albeit they were perhaps 
Doctors of the Law, but few of them members of the great 
Council, But I touch this briefly , becauſe it may be the 
next Papiſt, that creeps into your familiarity, will he for 
the Pope; or . this perſon, ho hath in his ſecond 
Paper reſolved the Catholick Church into a Council, 
will in his next Paper melt down a Council into che Pope, 
which is the more likely to be a Guide, becauſe a living 
perſon to be conſulted wich, if many reaſons did not hin- 
der our acceptance of him for an infallible one. | 


But that the Scribes and Phariſees were guilty of teach - Mar.15.3, 
ing for DoRrines obligatory of conſcience, the traditions —*: 


of men, anddid bytheir devices annul the Commande- 
ments of God, and encourage men under pretence of Re- 
ligious Vows, to 8 and by falſe Do- 
op — fouls in the guilt of per jury, iserident 


Saviours con victing and condemning them. Can Mar. 23. 


you now be of the opinion, that this ungodly fraterni 


of Villains could make up an infallible Conſiſtory by pol. 0. 


ſefling the Chair of Aoſerꝰ If you can entertain ſuch a 
concelt „ you:bleſs whom Chriſt hath curſed, and put 


darkneſs for light, and call blind Guides che Seers, and ſs Ec. 5.20. 


draw down the woe upon your ſelf, Indeed ſuch Guides 
are fit for them , who wilfully wink againſt the light, and 
make themſelves ſla ves to the enemies of trug Religion, 
who put out th eyes of their captived Proſeſytes, that 
they may with quiet grind.in their Mills. 

I will conclude my Reply to this Paragraph with one 
Propoſal. This Queriſt defers ſuch honour to the Jewiſh 
Prieſthood , that the Prieſts ought. to be ſimply believed 
upon their word till Shiloh came, becauſe they or at leaſt 
2 Council of them could not _ infanh, © 
145 E 1 


(26) 
Fwill-nor initance in the Council that condemned our 
Saviour, becauſe , although ſome plead for Caiphas by 
vertue of his Prieſthood to haye been inſpired by the Holy 
Ghoſt which-alwayes aſſiſted the Chair, yet perhaps this 
rift will not extend the continuance of Infallibiligy 

thus far: And yet be'thatbath feigned Chriſt to aſſign jr 
to the Scribes and Phariſees, cannot give a good and ſolid 
aerount kow:Caipha and his Confederates came in that eri- 
tical hour tolode it, or why che peppte: without a manifeſt 
Declaration of God ro.abrogate their Authority, ſhould 
nor then al ſo be bound to, believe their ſentence, though 
it were blaſphemy, aid tended to the murdet of the Son of 
God; or how foſepbnah Arima could be ahſol ved ( ac- 
cording tu thie mans ꝓrinti pi es from being an Heretic 
and Schiſmarick:, for not conſenting to the counſel and 
practice of the High Prieft with his Aſſembiy, for which 
very ching che Goſpel: commends him to he a good and a 
juſt perſou ; ſinte as that very time the whole Nation of 
the Jews were ptiiged; (arxordiag ta this man / aſſerti- 
ans) b Chmſts own: in junction, toreſt in the DaQrint 
and Drterminatiog of the Council of Zor«/a/ex:, as jn fal- 
tible in matters of Religion, and conſrquently to Men 
Jeſus to be the Chriſt. Think of this ſeriouſiy. But 
there is another inſtance which I aim at. It is weil 
| kriown.;. that in the degenerate eſtate nf the Jews there 
|. A4.5.17- ſtarted un à powerful Sec. of the Sadducees., - Theſe, 
| e though, prete to adhere unto the Law of Aliſes, yet 
are noted to have been infected with pernicious errors in 
Religion, for they believed not any wond of Spirits pro- 

| ſent or to come; and therefore denied the exiſtence of 
| Angels: dert deperted, and the 'rgQuireftion pf the 
Mat. 22.23 body by the return 2 5 
Act. 23. f. nac les repaired. The leads ofthis Hereſie were the ch ief 
of the Nation, and as it feli out in the viciſſitude of 
Prieſts, (whoſe officewas made venal by the Court ) the 

High Prieſt himſeif was ſometimet a Sidducce;i (Read 

48, 4.1, and 5. 35.) when Keb an Heretic podull the 

h air 


| - Luk.23. 
| $051, 


(97) 
Chair of Moſer, or den, who underſtood not A 
aright , ( as our Saviour aſcribes the error of the Saddu- 
cees to their ignorance of the Scriptures ) you may be 
ſure that men of the ſame judgement made up the greater 
part of the Sanbedrim, For the animoſity of the Sadducees 
ainſt the Phariſees , together with their intereſt in the 
Jobility, was ſuch , that they would not allow many 
birds of another feather to pearch upon the ſame branch of 
Authority, though one Phariſee Gaui once was permit- 
red to be of the Council, Now then if a Jew loth to rely 
on his o underſtanding ſhouldidelire to be inſtructed in 
this main Article of Religion, which is the chief root of 
obedience and ſupporter of patience, to whom ſhould he sce a8. 
repair, and whom ſhould he believe? If you-will take the £6. 6, 7 
riſts word, The High prieſt, with his Council was the 
rrue viſible Church to be hearkned unts. But if they de- 
clared. their own ſenſe (and no body can reaſonably ima- 
gine that they would contradict themſelves, or as. Balaum 
once was fo they all being met together ãu Council ſhould 
by a powerful Enthuſiaſm be coaſtt eined to ſpeak contra- 
ry to their'ownmind, and deliver that Truth which they 
did not approve in their (wn conſciences, and ſhould in 
ſpeaking Truth lye by the power'of.;the Holy, Ghoſt) the 
inquiſitive Jew was bound (contrary. to the general ſenti- 
ment of the 12. Tribes, which did in the -ExpeRation of 
à Refurre&ion (called the hope of Iſracl)-ſerve. God 
and night) to become a Sadduoee, to diſbelieve A, 
to condemn himſelf to an eveflaſting death, which ſhould 
ſwallow up his perſon and his piety, and, ſeparate him for 
ever from having any communion with the God of Abra- 
haw, 7 (aac, rob. If the Council it ſeif ſhould happen to 
be divided by factions, and interrupted by clamour and vi-. 
olence from determining any thing, 20 it was the fate 
of the Council, ro which the Apoſtle Paul appeared, then At 23. 
what is become of the Visible Guide? Or how ſhall the 
Jews conſcience he ſatisfied of this fundamental doQrine? 
Certainly he muſt remain Dr and chat is next de- 
, of, 2 gree 


(438) 
gree to Atheiſt , if be do not find a clear Rule and 2 flrm 
Rock, whereon to build his boſy faith, which is the 
ground of a holy life. Anh if he do, he need not look. 
tor an Infallible Guide, which if he have yet the vain 
1 for, be will never have the good hap to 

I leave you now to judge of this mans reſolution &f my 


Queries. 
And though he be like the Scribes and Phariſees in his 


induſtry ro make Profelytes, yet 1 have no fear of you, 
but that you candiſcern the fraudulent courſe he takes to 


| Lee Jer.5. 
31. 


Mat. 23. 
37. 


perſwade, and diſcover the ſad end to which he leads his 
abuſed follo wers. 

Since now I have out of Gods word evinced that the 
Prieſts of the Jews, high and low, were not only cr- 
rupt in their private manners, but alſo groſſely ignorant 
of Gods Law, and ſeducers of the people from the true 
ſet vice of God, and ſuborners of falſe * — (for that 
alſo may juſtly be taken into conſideration) fot the ſupport 
of their eredit and power with the people, and imployed 
their Judicial powet to condemn the true Prophets, I have 
done enough (mine Adverſary himſelf being Judg) to 
overthrow the frame of his Queries, which were fer up, 
as Gate or Bulwark of Hell to maintain theDerits deviſe, 
The Infallibility of the Church of Rome masked with, 
the ſpecious Title of the Catholick Church, And becauſe 
I have alfo by our bleſſed Saviours ſermons and ſentence 
ſhewed the impiety as much as abſurdity of honouring the 
Scribes and Phariſees with a priviledg of Infallibility, I 
have faid all that I conceive requiſite concerning his anſwer 
to my ſecond and third Queries, which he reſolves thus: 


The Jewiſh Church underitoog . xx ch wry is, the pa- 
e 


ors of the Church reprefenting le, and aQin 
with authority for the government of the people) coul 
not teach any error as matter of divine Faith or Religion. 
Only take this Corollary, He muſt hae a mind able to 
ſwallow and concot Tra nſubſtanttation, that * be · 
; r _ ieve, 


| (29) 
lieve, theſe Idolatrous Paſtors, ſo often complained of by . . 
God, could do-all this miſcheif in the Church, if het ___ 
had been as dumb. dogs in the Devils cauſe, as they were in 1,2. 
Gods, and as ſilent for teaching: any error in matter of Read Eſo. 
Religion, as they were in the inſtructiag of men in gie 
the true way of God: Or that theſe ignorant and debau- lin 
ched Prieſts being conſulted.concerning. the Law of God watch- 
would, or ſhould of neceſſity by à ſecrecy, and. powerful men, 
inſtinct of an Infallible Ci perpetually waiting upon dumb ang 
them, at leaſt inſpiring them upon ſuch occaſions, teach ay 1 
— people contrary to their own perſwakons. and prac. Fer. s, 
rite, a ards 
To the. fourth Querie, &c. The vanity; falſhood and wat could 
impiety of the precedent Anſwers to my 3 counter Queries deren 
being ſufficiently evidenced, it may ſeem ſuperflupus to · were but 
diſprove what he builds upon the ſand, becauſe this will ſorry 
ſink of itſelf with the unſound foundation. But becauſe Guide, 
from that abſurd ſuppoſition of Infallibility ſettled in the 20022 — 
Jewiſh Prieſthood? he inferrs, that the Jewiſh Church ing infal. 
(be means the Prieſts, or chief Paſtors thereof; for he js lible tea- 
muc hin proving that the people had — little to do with chers of 
the Bible) by divine direction preſerved the Holy Scrip- 4 ITY : 
tures intire without mutilation or addition of any thing f em Heae. 
uncanonical, I ſhall briefly conſider this Conſequence , ven. 
which imports that the F. 1 Scriptures depends 
upon the Infallibilicy of the Prieſts, or- the Churck. that 
keeps it. I confeſs that Gods gratious providence is re- 
markable in preſerving his pretious Word, conteined in 
the Book of the Law. But I pray you conſider how lite + 
tle the Priefts above mentioned contributed their care to. + 
the conſervation: of the Scripture. For in the reign of 


Idolatrous Kings, who ſometimes profaned the 1 90 


— 


with Idols, ſometimes. the doors qf it, the Pric 
who 3294 uſly ſerved their Kings, 
were ſo far from conſidering the Law at all (and much 


more from reading and teaching it publickly that it might 
be the rule of God bat : - 


s ſervice) that in Zofabs time the Penta. 
teuch,, 


(30) 
teuch, or the whole Law of des, or ( as ſome thinky the 
Book called Denteronemic being caſually found in the ru- 

ines and rubbiſh of Gods houſe; and then gead by the High 

Hoſ. 8. Prieſt, was looked upon as a ſtrange thing, which they 
4 were not acquainted withal.. But -though Prieſts were 
ſometimes careleſs Depoſitaries, yet God inſpired ſuch a 

Love of the Law into many of his People, both Prieſts , 

Levites, and Lacke, that that ineſtimable. Jue] was never 

loſt, which God would have preſerved to be the Standard 

of his publick worſhip ,” the meaſure of private devotion, 

and the conſtant tight to their walking with God and with 

men in the fear of God. | 

| 1 And notwithſtanding the ſcandalous corruption of the 
| Holy Order it ſelf for a time, * pious perſons could then 
| be, and were rationally aſſured, that the Boohsof the Law, 
as well as the law of the Lord, was perfe& and uncorrup- 
ted. And I deſire you to take notice that this is the Prin- 
.cipal thing which is aimed at by way of inſtance or retor- 
tion to bis fift Querie. For if à direct true Anſwer be 
| yen to my fourth Querie , ie. will follow by Analogie, 
that Chriſtians may be as perfectly aſcertained of the in- 
tegrity of the Canon of Scriptures, though the major or 
more eminent part of Biſhops (the Biſhop of Rome not 
exempted) ſhould be infected with Arianiſm, as once it 
happened, and aſthdugh all the —_— of the Roman 
Church (which the Queriſt would fain have us to take for 
the Catholick; but can never perſwade us that amem- 
ber of a Body is the whole, as we can never believe that 
The Tyrrhene Sea is the whole Ocean) do teach errors 28 
matters of Chriſtian Faith. Now this being the deſign of 
my Queſtion, by getting out of a- Papiſts mouth an An- 
ſwer 10 ew to furniſh a good Chr ĩiſtian with an Anſwer 

to a Popiſh Cavi, and to enſnare · the Queriſt in his own 
ginn, he craftily ſſips the Queſtion out of the way, and 
without making any direct anſwer to the Jews inquirie, as 

he offered to do in handlin 8 the former Quer ies, turns aſide 

to make an 1mpertinent Harangue concerning private 

mens uſe of the Scriptures, Mark, 


* 


| 31), 

ark, I pray, my fourth Qukrie, aud compate the re- 
—. —— il fre — doen Aude da this 5 
That tbe infallibility of the Jewiſh Church was the meu 
to preſerve the Scriptures entire, The queſtion was not 
about the means by which the Book of Moſer was preſer- 
ved, but about the manner how a Jew might be aſſured of 
the integrity of it. Now the truly pious Je, who with 
feremy — the corruption of the Church by the 
errors and ſeducements of the Prieſts, could not make that 
Infallibility( which he did not believe, becauſe he ſaw rhe 
contrary) the reaſon why he believed the Scriptures to de 

preſerved in purity and integrity. 
And it is as impet᷑tinent to any of my propoſitions, to 
proceed, Cas he doth) that it follows not thence, that e- 


very private per ſon ſhonld find out every particular point 


of Religion by particular or expreſs proofs out of the 
written word alone. | 

For I neither make,nor ſuppoſe any ſuchlnference from 
any thing premiſed in my fitt Querle. But Sir, I would 


have you take notice, chat when we make the Holy Scrip- 


rures the Rule of Religion, and Inſtrumeat to make us 
wiſe untg Salvation, we do not exclude the Authority of 
thoſe per ſons hom Chriſt hath, made dipenfers of Holy 
Myſteries; but alwaies ſuppoſe the Myniſterie to be a 


Means appointed for the edifying us in our Holy Fiith.-: 


Again we a particular Uhriſtianz, that are <tidowed 


with the-Sparit of undenſtanding, whieh is one of the gifts 
which Chriſt received without meaſure; but hath impar- 


ted to all his li mg members according to his good plea- Eph 


ſure in à certain meaſure, to try the Spirits and as the 
Jeream did, to examine theapreeableneſs of their 1awful 
paſtors Doctrine ro tlle Seripture, And if a prieſt (though 
the higbe ſt ia a Church) tells Chriſtians, hat the Blegte 
Cop in the Euchariſt is not to be given to all them that re- 
cei ve the Holy Bread, or that God may be repreſented by 
any picture or deviſe of men in any ſhape whatſoever, or 
chat any meer Creature i ro be worſhiped with religious 

1H. Hl wor- 


ph. 4 7. 
Phil. 1. 9, 
18 = 
Cal. 1. 9. 
Act. 17. 4. 


- — — —ñm—ͤ — 
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worſhip, the Sheep of Chriſt, chat know their chief Shep. 
bards vbice, may uſe their talent of reaſon to try theſe 
gndoctrines by the touch · ſtone of truth. But we do not af- 
firm, that it is neceſſary for every Chriſtian to deduce and 
prove every particular poirft of Religion out of Scripture. 
Rom. 15, But ſince the faith once delivered to the Saints with the 
4- rules of Holy Life are now written for our \iaſtruQion 
1 and direction by God himſelf, on purpoſe, that they 
On. may be a Light to our feet, and make wiſe the lim- 
Prov. 8.7, ple, and therefore the Teſtimonies of the Lord are clear, 
L. ſure and plain in all things that are neceſſary to be be- 
ir lieved and practiſed; therefore every one according to 
Jews at the circumſtances of his condition and calling, is bound 
this day more or leſs to uſe the means vouchſafed him by Gods 
are ſo en- providence, and may by diligence ſatisfy his conſcience 
_— building bis Faith and Obedience upon Scriptum eZ, It 

dd, thar is Written. f 
ifa Rabbi Mow let us ſee what our Querift ſayes to prove, that a 
or wiſe. Mew was bound to reſt upon the Authority of the Prieſts, 
wan tell (though they were Idolatrous, or infected with Saddu- 
go ciſm,) he endeavors: to-invalidate-my allegations of the 
hand is Prophet + A ſ cho cxprefiely ſayes in the place alledged, 
their left; The leaders of the people cauſed them to err, and they 
they are that are lead of them are deſtroyed. Is it not evident, that 
_ leaning upon their leaders hand, and reſting upon their 
Now whit Authority was the peoples ruine? 'God therefore , not 
difference only to ſecure them from ſorcerers (as this man reſtrains 
is there thecaution) but alſo from allſeducers whatſoever, who 
5. ſurely would pretend divine warrant to gain credit to 
nate Jew, their erroneous doctrine (for never any one brought falſe 
and an in- doctrine upon the ſtage without a vizard) adviſes his peo. 
fatuared ple to. have recourſe.td the Law and the Teſtimony,not ex- 
Pa — ? cluding the Miniſterie of the Prieſt and Levite, who were 
- * Faithful in things concerning God, if any fuch could be 


Eig. 8. 20. conſulted with (and ſome ſuch God did reſerve in the 


worſt times) but giving the people liberty, if the 
Grandees ſpake not according to that manifeſt Rule, to 
98 8 diſdbelieve 


— 
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- Hi{believe them a5 deſtitute of true Light. The pro- 
phee indeed dorh not forbid men to reſort to the preſenc 
Paſtors of the Church, baut allows them the judgement of 
Diſeretion, to try the words of their leaders by the Law, 
which ſhines brightly enough to enlighten their eyes, chat 
they may difcern Chatt from Wheat, and falſe doctrine 
from true. Let the next Paper, if it can, ne the con- 
teary : for this offers nothing to that purpoſe, Till then, 
and for ever, the Law and Teſtimony written by Gods 
ſpecial defign ſtand for a Rule of Paſtors teaching, and peo - 
les obeying. |; 
1 Next he brings 2proofs of his aſſertion out of Den. 17. 8B. Deut. 19. 
12. Mal. 2. 4. The Devil could find Scriptures to ads 8. It there 
vance 5 Lo arc —— the — — Les 
red to Gods wor is racking it. As to that « er, 
there is indeed — an eltabli@nent of a High Court tare, ry 
without appeal, to whoſe cognizance are referred all im- judgment; 
portant Controverſies about the Law of Aſoſes, which be- between 
ing ia che whole frame of it divine, gives a tincture of blood 
Religion to thoſe cauſes, that were for the ſubſtance Ci- teen 
vil Peay coneerued the outward eſtate or perſons of the plea and 
ople. _ Plea, and 
In chat Court, the Prieſts and Leviees; who by their of. >rwcen 
bce wereboan$roftudy whowhoto Lowof God, end td I 
expoun political dtatates given e hand of Aeſes, firoke ; 
— — — or contrived, — G. 
ted ang endited by God himſelf, did fir wich the EIders, 
as Ju Now judg yo, whether the ſubmiſſion re- . 
quired of all Jews being ar difference about civil matters | 
to the ſentence of that Court, (ignify any thing to enforce 
upon Jews an obligation to believe and obey the Prieſts in 
all chings, when common reaſon aſſured them, that their 
doctrine, practiſe, and iajuncions were contrary to the 
Law of God > Submiffion to che ſenrence of a Supreme 
Court, (whichwas ne for” peace to put a period to 
contentions) did not oblige rhe party adjudged to believe 
the ſentence to be juſt, though _ aggrieved party had 
no 


” 2" 
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no remedy till the judg of all the world appeat to do rigbt. 
That thoſe Judges did often turn judgment into worm- 
wood, it is evident by the Prophets and it is well known 
that that Court ſetled at Fera/alew, having taken to them- 
felves the power of judging Prophets, did very often con- 
demn the. Lords true Prophets. Now what Maſter of rea, 
ſon can ever fairly deduce from the outward ſubjection, 
which was neceſſary both for wrath and Conſcience toga 
Supreme Court of Gods inſtitution, though. the Judges 
were not infallible in judicature, That thoſe Prieſts were 
Infallible teachers of Religion, whoſe word was to 
be taken and relyed on without refufal-or fo much as 
tr val? 199 . („ . TX 

ioto that of the Prophed ulachi, it is ſubtilly done of 
bim to touch it lightly , but fraudulently done to cite it 
imperfectly. Itis enough ttrat I have already ſhewed the 
full ſenſe of the Prophet, who deelares what the Prieſts 
were by their office obliged to do, and from their Digni- 
ty and Duty aggravates the crime of the debauched Prieſts 
of that age, who abuſed both their power and alſo the peo- 
ple. And this ſnarp reproof is far enough from proving 
them then to be infallible. 

But this Queriſt-ſurely preſumes you to be a-Papiſt 
Already, and of that form that is unlicenſed to read 
the Book of God. Elſe, he could not be- ſo ſtupid, as 
to affirm that which any one but indifferently verſed in 
the Scriptures knows to be falſe. Or it maybe (and that 
is very likely, ) he himſelf is very little acquainted with 
the Bible, but borrows both his citations of Scriptures 
by*balves ,-and * alſo his Anſwers, to them, that are 
commonly alledged by us, from bis deluding Ma. 
ſters. Otherwiſe how were it poſſible that a. diligent 
reader of Scripture ſhould ſay., (mark his words) 
It. was far from the Ordinances of Moſes , that. every private 
beliguer had licenſe to 72 the Scripturet ; When no- 
thing is more inculcated by God, and Moſes, then that 
parents (ſhould learn, and teach their children the Law, 

biad 
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bind it about their arms, make Phylacteries of it, and by 

all nieans poſſible der: Ve unto poſterity the Ordinances of 

God and the Hiſtory of his Providence, which are the 

ſubject of the Holy Scriptures. If it be ſaid, that all 

this they might do without Book, becauſe once in ſeven 

years, they beard the Law read, we muſt then allow the 

Jews quicker apprehenſions and more comprehenlive and 
tenacious memories then we ha voin our generations, But 

ſee the unpardonable ignorance or impudence of this 
croſs-grained Queriſt, who ſays the Law was to be read 

once onely in ſeven years, Dent. 31, 10, 11. Poth that pre- 
cept, which enjoyns the Law to be read in the Pancgyris at 

the Feaſt of Tabernacles in the Sabbatical year; include 

a Prohibition of the Jews to read the Bible by themſelves, 

and to meditate in the Law, day and night, as occaſion 

ſerves ; which is a bleſſed imployment, Pſaal, 1. 1, 2. 

Would Moſes deprive them of this happineſs? Or was 

that Statute broken by the Jews every Sabbath day, as öf- 

ten af Moſes was read in the Synagogues „ ih every City, 

as St. {ner tells us it was the Cuſtome of oldſotodop « - 
Mark then the Sophiſtry of this illiterate impoſtor, and Act. 15.21. 
his companions; I ſay, Illiterate, becanſe he ſays, that 

paſſage of Meſen, and the tory of Eſdras, Nebem. 8. 12, 

13. was all, ½ (that is, Papiſts) read in Scripture of 

the common Peoples knowing the written word. Bleſſed be 

God that We Proteſtants ay and do read more, that 

aſſures us, that the word of God did dwell plentifully a- 

mong the Jews, and ought to do ſo with all Chriſtians, 
without Buſhels ſet over the Light, as in the Church of 

Rome. Vet we do noraffirm, that every Idiata, or pti- * e- 
vate ſervant of God could by his private ſtudy attain to „r 
the full meaning of every hard ſentence. None of us 2. Pet. 1. 
thinks this neceſſary, or poflible, Yea, we make aqueſti- 16. 

on at leaſt, whether any High Prieſt, or Council, under eu- 
the Old or New Teſtament ever fully underſtood all the here, 
thingFhard to be underſtood, or hard to be interpreted Heb. 5. 
in the Law, and Prophets, or in he” Evangelical arge 11. 

: 2 ical 


Ho. 12. 


- 


Rom. 3. 2. 
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tical-writings. It is enough (as to my purpoſe, and in- 
deed for the ſafety of Gods people) that the Faith and 
Duty of erery one was written with uſu; beam, and ſay 
open to be read and: underſtood by the common people 
wich the helpof a good Guide, though he were below In- 
fallibitity. And tt was a grievous fault in the deſpiſers of 
the riches of Gods Grace, that God had written for 
chem the great things of his Law, and they were_coun- 
ted as a ſtrang thing. - This Qaeriſt doth bewray his ig- 
norance by another miſtake, ot ſome conſequenee in his 
deſign to make che Levitet and People dependent on the 
High Prieſt for the ſenſe of Scripture. He lays, E ara 
the chief Prieſt interpreted the Law to the Lu, and 
enabled them te expound it to the people, Indeed Fr 
was a Prieſt, and a perfect Scribe, —— induſtry and 
Gods ſpecial aſſi ſtance the Books of Afo/es, the Phalmes , 
andProphers were collected into one body oF Oracles, which 
was in truſt committed to the cuſtody of the Jews. But 
rOt Ecrab, but Febybuab was then High Prieſt,” who 


o doubt was diligent in che diſcharge of his ſacred office, 


nothing can be concluded from Zxrah's age and actiòns to | 
Aerzen the 


* 


whiles Exrab was active in interpteting, that is, tran- 
ſlating the Law written in the Hebrew Language, which 
was welt-niph lot wich the 'vulgar in their long caprivi- 
ty, who were accuſtomed to the common ſpeech of the 
Chaldeans their Lords, * — it intelligible in 
their famifiar tongue, and affo in expounding and app 
ing /the-'Law to their prefent uſe, and in aſſiſting the 
Levites , that they might be well inſtructed to 

their office of teaching the pedple. Now this work of 
Ecrub did much help, not hinder or obſtruct the com- 
mon people in their private ſtudy of the Law; and che uſe 
of their own pardcutar judgment was fairly conſiſtent with 
the atrendanee on the publ ick Miniſtery, which was then 
ſincere and uncorrupted; but was aot o thro! 'the 
whole courſe of the Jewiſh 'Politie. And for this reaſon 


Jewiſh Preeſt- 


the'pretended Iufallibility of 
> EO <p Now 


k66t for ever. 
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Now the Jews indeed wanted the ' beneficial Art of 
Priuting, and this defect made the Copies of the Law tefs 
frequent, then: the Bible is now adayes, YA ſuch was 
the zeal and diligence of pions men in that Nation, that 
the Law was not ſo rare a thing, as this man would per- 
ſwade you. There was then no prohibition of the High 
Prieſt or Sanhedrim either to tranſcribe, or to tranſlate 
the Law and Prophets, or to read them incheir Original, 
or tranſlated, no not in our Saviours Age, when he ſent 
his Auditors to the Scriptures, to ſearch for teſtimonies of 
him; when indeed it had been in uin for the people to 3 
have made Meir recourſe to the Scribes, Phariſees, Prieſts - — 
and Elders, who through ignorance of the Scriptures de- 
nied Jeſus to bg the Chriſt, and out of malice-excommuni- 
rated all thoſe that anderffaod the Scriptures betger chen — 
themſel ves, and by their light were ed to wn clus to be | 
the Glory of Iſracl. I hope you wilt apprehend this to be 
ſufficient to vindeate your title to the Scripture ,* and 
your power to uſe it according to that judgement of diſ - 
cretion ,- which every Ohriſtian, that Rands bound to 
give an account of his faith, cannot be denied, without ney 
ufurping a dominion- over faith 3- the very fulpicios ; 
whereot ; St. Paul, althoughrhe were truly antallible, yet 2 Cor. i. 
did rarefully decline. a = 24. 
The Queriſt treads the beaten path of Papiſts in debaſin 
the holy Scriptare, and diveſting it af the ff — 


power to be 2 compleat Rule, and an effectual i ent 
of faith, that he may make room for :2-now c= of 
which impious way to diminiſi che credit of Ward, 


ITleave you, or any ſober Chriſtian that loves and reue- 

rences that invaluable pledge of Gods lover, o mae a 

judgeme nt without er cenſure. But give me leave 

to propound briefly fore rematri hof this Diſe urſe- | 
{Firſt 1 obſerve, that he often joyns dhe Rule and © 

Means of Faith together, and confounds them ſe, af 

. — and the ſame thing. = chediftin tion of 

theſe two is of great importance to che proventiug”, ar 

the ending of frixolous Diſputes. hes The 
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The Rule of Faith is that 4 ſtandard of Chriftian 
Religion, which includes things of belief and practice, 
both in ti ſervice of God, and alſo in converſation 
with men. The adequate Rule of Faith for Chriſtians is 
the Word of God revealed by Chriſt, or the Goſpel 
which was firſt preached , and then written by the inſtinct 
of the ſame Spicit, (Rom. 10. 8. 1 Pet 1. 25) The Goſpel 
in this ſence doth include in it the whole Scripture of the 
Old Teſtament, the divine Authority whereof it affirms, 
Tertul.1.de ànd confirms by the harmony of both. This Rule is one 
„ and immoveabſe, and ſo entirely delivered by the A- 
ow. poſtles, that it is uficapable of addition, andethe attempt 
— of addition or mutilation or any corruption makes the fal- 
ing the liſier of this Rule liable to a dreadfull Anthems denoun- 
Creed; cedbygt. Paul, Gal. 1. 8, 9. Nou becauſe the holy Scri- 
Regula ii ptur es in their fulneſs contain this Goſpel, therefore they 
— are uſually called by the ancient Fathers both Greek and 
fi, ſola in. Latin, the ſtraight, unerring, unſwer ung Rule of Faith, 
nmobila, & that can deceive none, and needs no correction. This 
* arreforma- Rule contains and like a Light holds forth · the object of 
- bills Hur Faith, and is not the leſs a Rule of Faith, becauſe this 
holy Scripture comprehends many, other things of great uſe 
for our inſtruction and ſpiritual delight; as a Carpenters 
Rule juſtly carries that name, and ſerves the turn of mea- 
ſuring tuff and work, though it be ſet out with ornamen- 

tal and uſeful Tables. | | * 
Tou may now apprehend what we mean by the Rule of 
Faith, But the Means of Faith ſignifie another thing. 
For whatſoever by its nature and efficacy doth ſerve to 
dring man to the knowledge, right underſtanding, and 
fall aſſurance of the ſaving Truth, comes under this Noti- 
on, the Means of Faith. The hoty Scripture as it conveys 
unto us the Goſpel, which it contains and preſer ves, is in. 
deed à principal inſtrument of Gad to work that faith 
which is his gift. Moreover God hath in his wiſe govern- 
ment of the World and his Church appointed many means, 
which according. to the courſe of bis providence Food 
ute 


* 
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bute tothe working of Mith in aur hearts, There are ſome 
outward, whereof the*chief is the publick Miniſtry, which 
is compared to a Candleſtick that holds forth the light to 
the houſhoid of faith. And not only Paſtors are the means 
of faith, bur alſo Parents, and Maſters of Families, and 
1 every good Chriſtian, which is, as Chriſt ſays of his Diſ- 
ciples is general, (kor the twelve Apoſiles were not then 
feleted out of. the multirude ). the light and ſalt of the 

earth, by communicating the Word unto others , are ve- 

ry often the happy.propagators of rhe faith. Beſides men, 
tome things, as Books, are inſtrumental to promote our 
knowledge ind faith? There are fome* inward means of 
faith; as our fenſe and rational facultics , in the exerciſe 
whereof-if there be not an actual certainty allowed, the 
whole frame of civil ſocisy will be diſſolved into confuſi- 
on, and the foundation of Religion will ſink, fince faith 
is a reaſonable ſervice; and was FR hyilc upon thęir ſight 
which were eye witneſſes of the Goſpel, and now comes 

by hearing, ( Row. 10. 17, ) which two ſenſes are the in- Luk. 1. 2. 

ſtruments of Diſcipline. | Neither will I exclude Ofal or Ad. 4 20. 

practical Tradition from being a means. to propagate the-! Joh.. 1.“ 

faith. But this is ſo ſlippery a way, ſo changeable , up- 

certain, znd liable to corruption, and forgery , as ap- 

pears by the ſuperſticions of Heathens and Jews ,. for the 

divine Authgrity of all which Tradition was pretended, 

that without Seripture to ſupport it Tradition is too weak 

to hold up faith. Thus it appears that the Rule of faith 

can be but one, and it muſt be common to all, as the“ faith * Tit. f. 3. 

and ſalvation are ꝓmmon, and it muſt have thg unmovea- 1% -3- , 

ble certafnty of a!Rock for man fo build on. And tlus 

firmnefs-you may call, if you pleaſe, Infalkbilicy , for 

this property of God, whois He, (Tit. 1. 2. Heb, . 

5.18. ) can neither be deceived, nor deceive, is commu- 

nicated to his Word, which is the Truth ir ſelf, and 

therefore the Rule of faith. But the term, Infallible, is a 

| $cholaſtical Novelty , which neither Scripture, nor the 

ancient Fathers uſed to xtribure unto the Chyrch , but 
N now 


Mat.$. 13, 
14. 
* 


"* 4 © 
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now it makes ſuch a noiſe in the world with theanceſznc 
ringing of Papiſts ,- that it ſtupifies many mens ſenſes and 
underſtandings, But the Means of faith are manifold, 
which, where God bimſelfby his Spiritmanages them, are 
effectual to beget a ſawing faith, t ough many of them are 
far ſhort of Infallibiliry, though Papilts in their.confiffed 
way of talking require Infallibility in the Ground, Rule, 
| and Means of Faith equally, J 
> OY Again, Pray 2 — fraud in the abate- 
; ment of the Scriptures perfection and all ſufficiency to 
teach us the whole myſtery of godlineſs, without ſetting 
us to frek out elſewhere for a remnant of faith, or an un- 
written Word. For he confeſſes the Scriptures to be a 
profitable, bur a partial Rule, 255 contains many of the 
moſt important points of Religion clearly and expreſly 
enough, to ſatisfie any capacity, but wilful pertinacy ; 
and for the reſt wich are not thus expreſſed , it refers us 
to the Church, und the Governors thereof, &. For 
certain the Monarchy of the Pope, and the Infallibility of 
4 - the Church of Rome, are the fundamental ſtones of the Ro- 
| miſh Religion, and if they could be proved true; are of the 
moſt. importance to the caſe of conſcience and the peace of 
... Chriſtendom in that flu and ſervile way, tyherein Pa- 
piſts would lead us: andrherefore it is no wonder that Pa- 
piſts who are true to thei intereſt, contend carneſtly for 
theſe that are ſuch points, as being once admitted they fa- 
cilitate the reception df all other Doctrines whatſoever. 
Now let the Papiſts ſhew theſe two clearly expreſſed in 
Scripture”, or ſhew,us à good reaſdn why the Apoſtle 
ſhould have a greater mind to tell the after. Ages of the 
Church of his Cloak and Parchments, then to inform them 
of thoſe points which according to their opinion are ne- 
ceſfary to preſerve the Church in peace, eſpecially then 
and there when St. Paul had it In his delign to recount all 
Rag the grounds, motives, and means of Chriſtians keeping 
Eph:4.3. the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, and yet hath 
to 14. left out the Headſhip of the Pope, and the Magiſtery of 
| EE 8 4 | 4 the 
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firms. . 


But we ſhall juſtly conelude kim to bely the Scripture,” 
till he or fome body for him produce ſome place of Scrip- 
ture, which expreſſely reterrs us for ſome important 
points of Rgligion unxxitten to the oral teaching of the 
Church, or to the uniyerſal 3 of Chriſtendom. 

ion, Where hath Scrip- 

ture made the partition of the Faith into the Word of od 
written, and the word unwritten, and ſet up a Chriſti- 
an to ſtand (as the Angel in St. . viſion) ſtood with 

e left foot on the land) 

with one foot on the unſtable waters of Tradition, and 1 
the other fixed en the firm E of Scripture, he 

out the wedding garment - 


If this Queriſt be asked the Qu 


the right foot on the Sea, and t 


muſt be as mute as the man wi 
Was. f 


nough for many weighty . of Religion, is 


" theInfallible Guide, the Roman Church. What reaſon 
imaginable can be given, why Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
ſhould not have an equal kindneſs for all the important 
points of Religion, and an equal care to conſerve 
their memory by writing ? or indeed wha need was 
there of writing any thing at all of particular points, 
when one Reference of us to the Chyrch for all, 
would have ſerved the turn ? would not one precept writ- 
ten of, Ask the Church, that is the governors of it; or, 
inſtead of Search the Scriptures , Inquire for the univer- 
fal Tradition of Chriſtendome, have been convenient and 
ſufficient for our ſatistaction in all points as well as in 
ſome ? Ab, how palpable is the folly of vaiffand proud 
man, when he oppoſes the wiſdom of God? But when 1 
ſeriouſly conſider what this man writes of the Scriptures 
referring us for the reſt of our Faith to the Church, or 
univerſal Tradition, I cannot but wonder at his con- 
fidence' of your credulity , if you were bound to 
take bis word; who offers no proof of what he af- 


But after all this pray obſerve, how irreconcileable 
this mans allowance of Scripture to be a Rule clear e- 


with 
bis 


poc.io. 


9. 
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his Concluſion, That the ſole Rule general for all 
perſons and all points of Religion is univerſal Tradi- 
tion. b | | | 

© Whereas he ſpendgtime to oppoſe a Chriſtians receiving 
and knowing what he is to believe, what not, by his ſole 
peruſal of Gods written word, he fights not againſt any 
aſſertion of ours, but againſt his own Fack fraw*: we: 
adviſe Chriſtians to make uſe of faithful guides as well as 
the light, and to learn the uſe of the Rule by con- 
terring with fpiritual builders, that can inform them 
in the application of it, and not to neglect any 
meanes which God offers them for their conduct in the way 
of truth, FE 7 
The common Obje&ions againſt the dignity and effica- 
cy of Scripture, which Papilts repeat, »/que ad-navſcam, 
tõ the Scandal of Chriſtianity , and the advancement of 

Atheiſn, are'abundantly anſwered by the Champians of 
out Religion; to which I would refer you, if I did not 
ktiow you able to diſcover their impertmency and impie- 
ty together. But I will put you in mind, that the unlear- 
ned Prbteſtants, if they depend upon the credit of o- 
thers, what are the words of Seripture, (when the La- 
ick that eantlot read hears the Miniſter that duth, and may 
ask his neighbour that can read whether the Miniſtet read 
right, and the ignorant may ask the learned, and the weak 

iſlian may as the ſtrong , and alt men by ſome means 
or other may be ſatidfyed of the words of Scripture being 
faithfully delivered unto them) are in no worſe conditi- 
on, then unlearned Papiſts, who depend upon the cre- 
dic of ſurly (and very often lilly ) Prieſts, or intereſted 

Biſhops , for knowing what is the univerſal Tradition of 
Chriſtendome, © 

As to the learned, whom the Quer iſt takes into con. 
ſideration, I pray obſerve, whether the Scholars of both 
the oppoſite ſides do not diflent as much about the unjver- 
ſal Tradition of the points in diſpute, ', as about the 
ſenſe of Seriptu es urged on either fide, If ſo ( as you 

| 4 will 


* 
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will be ſure to _ then upon the ſime ground which 
this man ayes as ſufficient for the removal of Seripture 
from being a rule, Traditioa alſo muſt be caſhiered. Re- 
member that the learned Papiſts who differ about the Con- 
ception of the bleſſed Virgin Aar, do on either ſide urfe 
for their defence univerſal Tradition. 
If hen it be not ſufficient to determine this controver- 
fie , why ſhould it be ſet up to jultle Scripture out of its 
Seat to make room for another means of determining con- 
troverſies, which is as uneffectual, and indeed infinitely 
more unit? If a Papiſt ſay, that the determination of this 
point is not neceſlary , 10 wbich is a groſs abſurdity, be- 
cauſe this remaining undetermined no. ſmall part of Po- 
piſh worſhip of the Virgin , as the Feaſt of the Im- 
maculate Conception, hath no certain ground of Faith, 
and by che Apoltle St. Paul's ſentence is Sin) we may with 
more reaſon ſay , that the determination of the points 
in controverſie between us is not 1 Or if it be 
neceſſary, that determination is to be regulated now, as 
the decitiori of things in diſpute was of did in the general 
Councils , by the Griiprate. or written word of God, 
by which Traditlon it ſelf is to be meafured and judged, 
2s St. Paul made the Scriptures the , Or meaſure 
of truth berwecks rh Tradition of t 10 eus on the one 
fide , and the Chriſtians on the other (ide concerning the 
Reſurre&ion of Jeſus Chrift. * | 


Rom. 14 
23. 


* Mat. 26 
15. 

Read 1, 
Cor. 15.3 


L Bee zuſe here. is frequent mention of Tradition, 4d 3 


the ambiguity of the word is apt to beget miſtakes and 
confuſion therefore give me leave ro unfold the Senſes 
of the word, that we may have a clear apprchenſion of 
the matter in hand. Tradition is ſomerimes. put to ſig- 
nify che thing delivered, whether the way. of delivery be 
writing or ſpexking, "and Tradirion thus taken materi- 

ally is indifferent to the being written, or vbwric- 
ten : for the ſame Tradition, or Doctrine of the 
Goſpel which was at one time unwritten , might have 
been written, and for certain was at another time writ- 
en. = ik And 


. 
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And the Jewiſh Traditions, which for many genera- 
tions paſt by a ſucceſſive conveyance without Book, have 
been by the Rabbies committed at length to vyriting for 
their better Security. And the Papilts now make no ſcru- 
pe of vvriting their Traditions, vvhich.they call the un- 
- » vvritten Word of God (let them juſtiſy the preſumption 
as vvell as they can). Novy as the Traditions of the Elders 
mentioned in Scripture lignify the doctrines and Ceremo- 
"nies, that vvere delivered 1 the Fathers; but vvere 
diſtinct from the Law vvritten: So when vve ſpeak of 
Traditions in the Chriſtian Church; vve do now in theſe 
latter ages commonly underſtand ſome particular do- 
ctrines or Rites or matters of fact delivered with a pre- 
rence of divine or at leaſt Apoſtolical Authority for their 
reception, which are not expreſſed in the written word 
of God. . 
Theſe Traditions gnce accepted and commended by the 
qreſcat Church of Rome the Conventicle at Trent, hath ve- 
ry ſeverely . enjoyned to be received and embraced with 
an equal affection of holy reverence, wherewith we en- 
rertayh the ſacred Scriptures themſelves, But to keep up 
the myſtery of iniquity with the liberty of laying aſide old 
Traditions, and giving credit to new inventions; as their 
intereſt ang occaſions may require, they who determined 
the Canon of Scriptures, and numbred the Books; yet 
would not reckon up and determine the Traditions of the 
Church, that Chriſtians might know what is the perfect 
and fixed Rule of Faith, | 
Thus Romaniſts , N they have a larger Object of 
Faith, then- we have, yet they have no certain meaſure; 
becauſe the Traditions of the Roman Church are like the 
Moon ſubje& to decreaſes, ( as the giving of the Eu- 
chariſt to Infants was Unce beld by D. Innocentiss 3. as 4 
— 3 ry Doctrine of Faith, and a Tradition of the Church; but 
'>y _ after o years praRiſe wore out inſenſibly, and hath been 
| ſeth thus condemned by the Councils of Conſtance, and Trew with 
| much. an Aram] and to increaſes alſo, and Perſe tele, 
3 a N Religion 
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Religion is indeed Irregular. But concerning Truch- 
tions as the word ſignifies particular points of beliefe or 
practiſe in Chriſtian Religion, theſe 3 Rules are worth 
Obſervation. 

1. Whatſoever is offered to us or enjoyned to us in be- Vi ere 
lief or practiſe under colour of being a Tradition, if it P's volt 
be repugnant to the written word of. God, or deſtruc- 2 

tive of Gods precepts , ought to be rejected by Chriſti- — 
ans. Chriſts reaſon together with the refutation of ricaten. 
Phaſical Traditions confirms the Truth: of this Rule. Aug.. 13. 

2®Wharſoever is obtruded upon us under the pretext — 

ol being a Tradition, that is neither clearly deliveredin, Mark 3. 
nor- faitiy by good conſequence deduced ont of Gods 5,13. 
written word, needs not, and ought not to be received as 
2 matter neceſlary to Salvation. The manner of conve- 
nie ncy, or neceſſity, wherein things which are ſtrangers 
to Scripture are held, is carefully to be taken notice of. 
For ſeveral practiſes have been in early times introduced 
under ſhew of conveniencyſas the A poſtle ſays; ſome bodily 
exerciſes carry a plauſible ſhew of wiſdome ) which ha- 
ving onee obtained credit by the favourable commendati. 
on of eminent per ſons and cuſtome;; bave been in ſue- 
ceſſion of time adorned with the Title of Tradition and 
grown up from being thought convenient. to be accagn» 
ted and preſt as neceſlary to Salvation. This danger it 
to be prevented by cir cumſpection. And the perfection of 
Seripture as it is a compleat Rule of Religion proves the 
truth aud uſefulneſs of this ſecond Rule. 

3. Doctrines of Faith and divine Worſhip being ſecu- 
red by Gods written wor4 from intruſians of humane in- 
ventions 2 if any Rites or Ceremonies can be proved by 
fair Teſtimonies of Antiquity to have been practiſed by 
the Church unlverſal of primitive times, and are {ill con- 
tinued by the Authotity of Church Governors as tending 
to edification, or the free and open profeſſion of our Faith, 
whether they be called Traditions or no, axe not lightly to 
be rejected much leſs violently oppoſed by private Ch. 
| : ſtians, 
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kanns, Thus much for Traditions, is meaning Matters of 
Religion delivered down from former times to poſterity. 

But Tradition often bears another ſence, and is taken 
formally for the manner of conveyance of marters that 
concern Religion, which is partly oral partly practical. 


jaynt agreement of Doctrise and practice continued 


by ſucceſſion of one Age after another, whilſt one genera- 
tion derives to another the whole body of Religion, is 
now called. Tradition, and of late is aſſerted by Papiſts in 
this. Kingdom to be the only Principle and Rule oWMaith, 
and affirmed to be of its own nature infallible and Meor- 
ruptible, and tò be evident by its own light. And thus 
the arder of inquiring for the ancient dayes and old wayes 
is quite inverted : for now we need only (as they teach 
mark what the pteſent Church of Jem doth, and becauſe 
Tradition cannot fail nor vary, therefore che Popes Court 
at this day, with the Church, Altars, Pictures, Wafers, 
mangled Euchariſt, adoration of the Virgin Ay, Invo- 
cation of Angels and Saints, offering of a real Sacrifice 
for Souls in Purgatory, and offering of the Maſſe to God 
for the honour of Saints, is a true Glaſſe , wherein you 
may ſee the face of the Church when St. Peter ſate Biſhop of 
Rowe. This is the aim of the Queriſts Diſcourſe to ſer up 
this Tradition inſtead of Scripture, If you will not be- 
lieve him, you may chooſe, becauſe he tels you plainly it 
is not his work to prove any thing. -- But I will give you a 
little touch of proving the vanity of this pretence. The 
experience of all Ages before the flood, after the flood, 
in the Je Nation, and in the Chriſtian Churches, 
doth manifeſtly ſhew, that the derivation of Religion from 
mouth to ear, from hand to hand, from Fathers to chil- 
dren, from prieſts to Suceeſſors, from Age to Ape, this 
courſe of Tradition, which is oppoſed unto and preferred 
before the Scriptural way of pre erving and propagating 
and recovering of Religion, hath been and may be quickly 
corrupted, often interrupted, and hath ſuffered notorious 
changes, and may do at any time, when *** 
| a 


(a) - 
acd neglect of che light, and vanity of mind ſet forward by 
the Devils malice and cunning make men weary of the true 
Religion, But I will add another. Argument to another pur. 


poſe, St. Pau by word of mouth taugbt the Theſſalonians 2 Thel. 2, 


what he thought not expedient ta write, to wit, what hin- 

dered the Man of ſin from being revealed. Here was a mat» 

ter of conſequence that concerned the Church delivered by 
word of mouth, which if it had been written as well as that 
Character of the Man of ſin, the ſame Striprure, which 
preſerved and conveyed the one, Would bave alſo ſecured: 
the knowledge of the other to poſterity. If now an emi- 

nent Church failed in deriving one point of Doctrine to 
after. Ages, which with little difficulty might have been 

kept and taught, but is now loſt for not being recorded in 
Scripture,what likelihood is there, that the whole body of 

Chriſtian Religion was, or could be traduced entire and 
pure meerly by oral Tradition, without dependance on the 
Scripture, for 1600 years & For my part I think ſtill, that as. 
the Chur ch of the Jews were either more or lefs pure, aud 
their Religion more or leſs flouriſhed in truth and fincert»: 
ty, as the Gavernors gave heed more or lefs to the light of 
the Law written in like manner according to che degrees. 
of Paſtors attendance to the holy Scriptures the Tradition 

of Chriſtlanity hith varied. Therefore the Script ures are 
the only. fixed and ſtable Rule of Religion, ] 

Laſtly, Let us allow che Rule of Finteutius Livinenſic, 
Quad uliqus, quod N gued ah enenibus, nou eft erratum, ſed 
tradizum That which hath been taught every where, always, 
and by all Paſtors of the Church, is not an error, but a true 
Tradition, If we make Antiquity, Univerſality, and Con- 
ſent,twiſted together, the meaſure of our faith, for certain 
we ſhall bave a very ſhort Creed, and that large Aſumgr- . 
tum, that new piece of Italian ſtuff which was woven in the 
Shop at Treus, and by the Popes ſtitching is adged to the old 
garment of the Church ſ the Conſtaatinopalis an Creed) mult of 
neceſſity be pared off, and tbrown away. But the main thing 
to be conlidered at preſent, is che dithculty of ies 

this 
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this Rule, for the examination of the Do&rines which pres 


Joh. K 1. tend to Tradition and the tryal of the Spirits, even of all 
_ b. Doctrines, before we truſt a Ter, . alwayes an act 

of Chriitian prudence, ſo long as the world is peſtered with 
falſe Prophets. For can you,orany reaſonible man imagin, 
that Univerſal Tradition of the Catholick Church is more 
evident in it ſelf,and-more confpicuous to learned and un- 
learned, and eaſier to be applied by particular Chriſtians, 
then the Scripture, the ſtudy-whereof- for the difcovery of 
ſo much as is neceſſat᷑y to be believed and done, requires 
infinitely leſs pains, then is requiſite for the certain know- 
ledge of what the Church in all ages and places hath taught 
as matter of faith neceſſary to ſatvation? You Sir are pret- 
ty well verſed in Books, and have been inquiſitive into An- 


tiquity, and I believe you will conclude it much eaſier, to 


know the mind and will of God, ( which is the meaſure of 

_ 12.2 ſpiritual wiſdom, and the Dnum neceſſariam, the One thing 
- wa '© neceſſary for us to ſeek after )then to learn the ſence of the 
Church, that is, ſtill according to the Queriſts Expolition, 
of the chief Paſtors in all Ages, concerning the points in de- 
bate between us. To cloſe up this Diſcourſe, æcy whether 
you find not within your ſelf enough of reaſon to,conſent 
to this reſolution ; he that by attendance pn Gods Ordi. 
nances diſpenſed by a faithful Miniſtry and by private ſtu- 
dy of Gods Book hath learned the Goſpel of Cbriſt, and is. a 
5 practical Scholar of the ſaving Grace of God which 
ath appeared unto all men (a Catholick Light, common as 
Tit.2. 11, the Sun) teaching u, that denying ungoalineſs and worldly luſt s 
12. we live ſoberly, righteonſly , aud religionſl in this preſent world, 
ou. this man (I ſay) being“ taught of God, doth know & priori, 
129 before - hand, and by the very ſeed, and in the firſt principle, 
Joh. 6. 45. what the true Church Catholick holds. For that Word of 
God which lives and abides for ever in Heaven ( P/al. 119. 
8.9.) in the hearts of believers, (2 Cor. 3. 3. 1 fh. 3. 9.) in 

3Fet- 1%. the Soriptures, and in the Church , is that inco rruptible 
**3* ſeed by which the Church Catholick is begotten, and by 
which jt lives, Since then the Church is no longer, or — 
r ä er 


＋— 
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ther a Church then as ir believes the Goſpel, and the falth- 
ful Paſtors in all ages do teach that Goſpel, it muſt needs be 
that whoſoever knows the Goſpel, knows what is the ſenſe 
of the Catholick Church, though he never ſpend an hour 
in the reading oghiſtory, whereas if he ſpend Aerbuſſalalv 
age in tumbling over the Fathers, Schoolmens Eccleſiaſtical . 
Hiſtories and other Volumes, he may weary bis fleſh, and 
yer notknow by them what was the Faith of the Catholic k 
Church. | 
No to the mans concluſion ; He acknowledges that 2 
direct fit and true anſwer to my Queries (mati mutaudit) 
would be an anſwer to his captious queſtions, which he pro- 
pounds with the ſame mind, as his admired Maſtgrs the 
Scribes and Phariſees did trouble our Saviour Chriſt 
with Interrogatories, thinking (but in vain) that we 
ſhould be intangled in our ovvn Anſvvers, whereas 
indeed he had been catched , if he had ou appo- 
ſte Anſwers. But qe 5 mine examination which I _— up 
to your diſcretion, — to transform your ſelf by 
| or a while into the perſon of 
2 well minded Jew , that ſeeks for ſatisfaction in Religi- 
on in a diſtracted eſtate of the Church, and try whether this 
Queriſt being forced to turnReſpondent hath fully and fir- 
ly anſwered my Counter-Queries. * 

My next Task is to examine his exceptions againſt my 
Categorical Anſwers. I ſhall not contend about words, 
nor much crave excuſe for want of accurate expreſliqn in 
that haſty delivery of my Conceptions to comply with 
your requeſt at that time. 

As to the fieſt,, he excepts againſt the term Chriſtianity , * 
as dubiousto make my Anſwer acceptable, I will inſert the 
Term he deſires, and ſay, Ty Chriftikaity. But I fear 
the addition will diſpel no miſt of doubtfulneſs, if there 
were any ſuch about the anſwer. For Hereticks alwaies pre- 
tend to Truth as much as to Chriſtianity; and would be 
taken for the only true Chriſtians. But to ſatisfy his nice 
and curious palate I anſwer as fully as he deſires, 8 
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There was, is, and ſhall be till the worlds end, à Catho: 
lick Church, that in every age is, yilble Merten 
true Chriſtianity to the gelen chen lining, That is to fay, 
In all ages God had, and will have and; preſerve ſome 


Chriſtians , who ſhall ſo profels the according to 
the docttine of the Goſpel , chat their Ihe of Faigh ſhall 
"thine to the men of, their gegeration reſpectively. 


But 1, eannot ſo eakily admit another addition dicly 
made by the Querift to my Anſwer , viz. is their whole: 
profeſſion. ——— Late august in herb. He that pro. 
felles true Chriſtianity may build hay and ſtubble upon the 
foundation , and yet not miſcarry in bis perſon ,-whil 
he holds faſt his e of the ſaving truth unto the 
end, tough he be ſaved: through the fire, and looſe his 
ſuperſtructure , as St. Paul aſſures us. It is not there. 
fore neceflary that any petſon , or Church which main- 
rains true Chriſtianity, ſhould profeſs it in ſuch an abſo- 
jute purity, as that water ſhould never be mixed with the 
wine. It is enough , that poyſon is not admixedwvith the 
liqugr of life. | 


But becauſe I perceive, tha: there ĩs much ambiguity in the 
termes of the Ey, for wich g deſerves to be called Fa. 
lacia plarium imerrogationem , a ſophiſtical trick of aakiag 
many things under one word, chat hath two faces under 
a hood, I will weigh the vvyordsDÞver again, and mould my 
anſwer atieyy, ficred to his explication. of the vvord Ca- 


tholick, In common ſpeech Carholick is no more than Uni- 


7 fl. art. verſal: Zuſtis Martyr ,vvbo vvith many others of that age 
«ial. cum | þ:\jeved a particular R 


eſurrection of ſome that ſhould rie 
and reign 1000 years, before the end of the World calls 
the lat Reſurrodion * NN: . the Catholick 
ar in plain Engliſh Univerſal Reſurtection. There is l- 
ſo a Catholick Faith , vwhich is common to all Chriſtians 
and compriſes all that is neceſlary to Salvation. And the 
Chutch of Chriſt novy, unconkned to any one place or 
nation; but ſpreading like a fruitful viat her branches 
throughoutthe earth is called Catholich that is not Natid. 
nal z as the old Church of che Jevvs yvas, but Univerſal, 

| lince 
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ſince the Goſpel is prenched to all che vrorld indifferently, 
and the voice of the Apoſtles yvent forth into all the earth, Col. 2. 6. 
and their vvords unto the ends of the habitable yyorld. It 1 "Sy 
is not to be omitted that in a ſecondary and Berrovved '* 
ſenſe the word Carholick, is apptied to them that hold the 
true Faith which is common to all Chriſtians and there- 
fore Catholick. In this ſenſe not only 2 particulir Church, 
— — nag. may be called Catholick, mean- 
ing ode that profeſſes the Catholick Faith. ut thy Queriſt. 
wr A bath a peculiar language , and though be ſpeaks En; 
gliſh, 'yer means Italian, bath taught me ſince I fir read 


isQueſtions, and anſwered them according to thi common 
uſape of the words, that he meant by the Catholick Church 


the Repreſentative Church in a full an@lawf6l meeting of 
the Prieſts and Paſtors to teach the Ch diffulive. Now 
according to this ſenſe ofthe words, C Charch, I do 


turn my Aﬀirmative Anſwer into à Negative, and ſay ; 
There is not in all ages « viſible Cathol ick, Church, mer- 
ing a general Council lawfully aſſembled. If chis be E- 
1 , you dee who teac bes me to be double 
rongued. | 

The exception againſt my ſecond Anſwer is, that I 2dd 
the word, ordinarily, and he ſuppoſes that 1 mean, 
thr ſome may be ſaved in extraordinary caſes one of the 
viſible Church, and therefore he rakes my Anſwer to be Af. 
firmative 3 That ſome may be ſaved our of rhe Catholick 
Church, and this he thinks is contrary to the x of An- | 
tiquity. If he had not had the malignant di rather Mage cer 
| the quick-ſigbted eye of a Serpent, be would never 1 a _ 
bave eſpied a fault in my Anſwer, and fancied an Affirms." N 
tive ſentence in a Negative Propoſition. For if he had not ,, — 
deen forward to cavil,be might have eafily conceived a ve* pens Epi- 
ry obvious reaſon of my putting in the wordOrd; Be- Auris. 
cauſe we know not how God will deal in judging all opr of Horat. 
the pale of the Church, and we that live A are con- 
cerned to give an account wa for our ſelves, nnd for the 
ofe of vur Light and Talent, 1'faid har, Ordigarily on 
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ö of the Catholiek. Church there is no Salvation. Ibis neg. 
tive, which reſalves nothing poſitively concerning "Gods 
2 extraordinary acting cannot without unjuſt vioſeace to 
my words be taken for an affticmative fentence, That ſome 
may be ſaved out of the Church. And ] hope, you will ex- 
cuſe if not juſtify, my unwillingneſs to limit che ſpirit and 
mercies of God, which. blows and ſhine hete God pleaſes, 
As for Chriſtian Antiquity, you know that many antient 
Doctors have been very favourable in their judgment, not 
only of them who lived by the law of nature in a commu- 
Poe nie nion with God, when the Covenant of Grace was firſt ra- 
= If. . ified with the Hebrew Patriarch, though choſe worſhip- 
ſaub, Ex. pers of God were not of the ftock of Mrael; but alſo of 
ere. 1, ad them who lived im latter ages in the acknowledgment of 
Card. Ba- one God with a conſtant obſervation. ofT ruth and Juſtice, 
. 76%: 97+ - ſuch as were Socrates and Ariftides. 
* But according to the Querilts explication of the Church 
Catholick, I hall now change the ſhape of my ſecond An- 
ſwer alſo, and ſay; That Chriſtians may attain ſalvation out 
of a Repreſentat,ve Church, which he gives to be the mean» 
ing of a Catholick Church in the Querie, and charges me 
with ſophiſtry becauſe I will not underſtand. it ſo. The 
members of a general Council being but few, (and that not 
agreed, who. have right to be ſo) it were hard with Chri- 
; ſtendom, if all ho are extra Concilium, out of that compaſs, 
were exeluded out of Heaven. I add, that the Church Ca- 
tholick may ſtand, and all the members of it may be ſaved 

without a Church. Repreſentative. a ä 
Now becauſe all that he ſays is. but beating the Air, and 


is thc ning aimed at) I add a Propoſition, which though it 

de not a direct Anſwer to his Queſtion, yet it ſhall ſtrangle 

or his intended Concluſion in the conception, and it 
is this; 

AMan may be a member of Chriſts body (which we now call 

the Catholick Church)and be in the Ark, out of which there 

is no Salvation, though be be not in communion * 

9 


ver upertinent to his deſign of making a Convert, (which 
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chief Governors of the Roman Synagopue; Let bim den 

this, if he dare make an open forfeicine of tis charity 0 Ballot N 
himdifproveit, if he can, There was a'vifibte Church, and Fin 4. 
Salvation attained in it,“ before: there was a ſtone laid: at which en. 
Nome of a ſpiritual Temple, (for Jeraſalem was the mother rg — 
and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and not Nom, as the Father — 
of lies teaches Papiſts to ſay and fear) and it may be ſo all in Re- 
again, when Babylonthe great the City ſeated vn ſevem hills ligions 

is fallen as a milſtone caſt into the bottom of the Sea. In = ers to 
the mean time; the old poſygion of Dr. Po. Reynolds: is wor- — a 
chy of Remembrance, The Roman Church is ne. ther the Creed 
Clolick Church, nor. a found member of the Catholick whereof 


this is ore 


_—_— 97 5 1 Article. 1 
' My Anſwer to his third Querie is very magiſtertally, but 
9. cenſured by: him to deer del of a Cate: — "the 
gorical Anſwer, The I is for certain Categori- Holy Ca- 
cal, becauſe it is not hypothetical: Let the Queſtion and the tholick 
Return be compared, and this will appear defecttve in- no- fel, 
thing neceſſaty to an Anſwer. The demand is this. Ron 
I defire to know by deſignation, which, amongſt them Church 
all which pretend to be the Catholic Church or à part of the Mo- 
it, is now the Catholick Church. | — 
The Anſwer runs thus 3 That is the Holy Cathòlick — ＋ N 

Church which profeſſęth that one Holy Catholik Faith, Churches ; 
once for all delivered'ro the Saints; &. wt fs. 

He ſays, — ho deſignation of any partietiar profeſſil 0 
on or profeſſions of Chriſtians: That is to ſxy; (if I miſtake 
not his meaning) I do not name-Proreſtarits, or Papiſts, the 
Church of ge of Rome, ot of Greece, or of Germany. . 
Indeed if I had ſo dne, I had then given an Anſwer, that 
could not. ſatisſie any rational mam. For no Church deno- 
miunted from the place of habitation, ſ vic way of diſtin» 1 
ction of Churches is uſual in Stripture) or from ſome bon 
of union; which is not — ta all Chriſtendom, can pro- 
perly and truly be called the Catholick, that is the Univer- | 
ſal Church. Bur I that was at liberty to deſign it as well as 1 
could; did giveca tigaifieatr Chrkadter of the. Cache. 
£7 "om 
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Church taken from its proper office and action. The Querift 
lays, I tell what the holy Catholick Church is. Very good. 

But I do not deſiga which of ſo many ſeveraſ profeſſions in 

the world is now the Catholick Church. Now if he expect 

that I. ſhould, play the fool, and ſay that a particular 

Church is properly the Catbolick Church, I hope you will 
not be offended if I do nor ſatisſie bis expeRation.. And 

when I have deſigned the Church Univerſal ſo, that a man 

may underſtand what it is, I think with the ſame labour I 

6 bave told him which is it, becquſe the Church Univerſal is 
but one; #5 he that tels what the Sun is, deſigus which is the 

Sun, zuſe there are not many Suns. And becauſe the 

Church is a collective body, that:is, one by aggregation of 

ſimilar parts, each of which leſſer Sdrieties is called a 

Church, I have given bim a Mark whereby he may know, 

whether any particular Society be a member of that Body, 

ſince the one faith runs through the one body, and is the 

life of that body and of every ſimb of it. But my fault is, 

9 2 that I deſign one obſcure thing by another that is equally 
obfcure.I will mend my fault, if I do not juſtiſie my felt from 

having committed one. I coofeſs all ſpiritual things are ob- 
ſcure ro men that are meerly carnal or natural, where 

the Goſpel ſhines, if it be atteſſled unto, it ings lighewith 

it, whereby we may diſcern — differ. For judgin 
or diſcerning of a true Chureh' a falſe, we muſt fir 

 - Mat.7.16, Kno in ſome meaſure what is Truth. For if we muſt diſ- 
27,18. cern apood tree from a bad by the fruit, as our Saviour di- 
res us to do, then we muſt firſt know what is good, and 

bad in fruit, and then contider what fruit the tree bears, and 

* Thy from thence give 2 judgement of the tree. This is the me · 
i thod which we muſt take in che enquiring for a tre 
Lew Church. Till we know what ia Truth, ( and that is *-rffe 
the Truth, Faith onte delivered to the Saints) we cannot know what 
Pſal. ry Church forth or bad:fruic. Profeſſion of faith 
142.60ds i bearing of fruit. I eſs of this fruit is Truth, that 
— — lenefs to the Word of Gd. it is therefore neceſ- 


che Truth, 15,agreeadienel | 
Job 19.19 ſary that we knom the Frith, before we can kndwa Church 
. : * 
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Y 
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to be true. Now habe I uth, or the holy Catholick 

Faith may be under doubt. 2 yet bath God fer it 

up in. che Scriptures ſo-conſpic that if the Goſpel be 2 Cor. 43. 
hid, it is hid to them that periſh, refore I added to e 


Character of the Church by which I deſigned it to be 
k nova, that is, the profeſſion vs faith, the means we 
may know what the faith is, which being profeſſed is the ſole 
certain mark of a true Church. For the marks of the 
Church which Romaniſts commonly give are ſeparable 
from the Truth, and if they be taken ſingly without truth 
are falſe and treacherbu s 1=dices, whereas the true faith of 
it ſelf is a ſure note of 2 true Church. And Lpoinced at 
Scripeure, which is the Rule of faith, on paepoſe in mine 
Anſwer, that I might aot be thought to ſend a man to loak 
for a thing in the dark without a light. And now Sir do you 
judge, whether I have deſerved blame by my defignation of 
the Catholick Church by profeſſing the Catholick Faith. 
But to make mine Anſwer both applicable to rhe Queſtion, 
and alfo uſeful co you, I hall a little explicate and enlarge 


my ſence. it is pre ſumed, that the enquiry after a Church is 


made _ Chriſtian, that may be diſtracted in the variety 
of viſible Societies differing one from another, but every 
one equally pretending tobe a Church, hut his diſtraction 
is the greater, becauſe. of all Societies, only the Roman Sy + 
nagogue doch challenge to her ſelf robe. the Atk, out of 
f Mel there is no ſalvation. There are three Reaſons which 
may move Chriſtians ro enquire for aChurch,,. or a vitibie 
Society of Chriſtians : 1. That they may ſerve God, and of- 


fer up the ſpiritual ſacrifices of praiſe and prayer by Chriſt eb. 3 


Jeſus, 2. That they may grow in grace and the kno 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. z.Tbat the may joyn wi 


by communicatiag together in Code holy Ocdmances, 
To theſe ends a Chriſtian is not concerned to eu · 
ire where the Catholirk Church is, fon it s confe 
iffuſed chr che Nations , but fo ſpread by Gods dil- 
penſation of th light, hot che San of righugoutneſij doch 
| not 


pet. 2. 5. 


people, and keep the unity of the i inthe bond of peate et. 8 
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not at ons time atiſe to ali parts of the world. Befides the 


HY 


; Apoc. 2.3. 


Cand leſticł is moveable from any place, and the Kingdom 
of God may be transferred from one Nation to another, 
neither bath God by any the leaſt iadication of his will 
and pleaſure encouraged any portion of mankind, or part 
of the world, to promiſe to themſelves a perpetual eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church in that place and in that ſucceſſive 
body of men, vrhich at ſome time hath been, or is now irra- 
diatcd with the Goſpel. It is therefore not at all material to 
trouble our ſelves with delineations of the Catholick 


Church which hath no ſet or certain limits of extent. That 


which concerns us to know, is what Church pretending to 
be a member of the Church Univerſal (for no men but Pa- 
piſts, that can admit contradictions into their Creed, will 
ſpeak ſuch non · ſenſe, with deliberation, as that is, when 
they call a particular ſociety of Chriſtians combined un- 


der one-Biſhop the Univerſal Church) is fit and ſafe to be 


communicated withal , that we muſt reap the benefits of a 
Chriſtian Congregation. Therefore the Queſtion is now, 
whether the Church, wherein I was born and baptized and 
by Gods Providence am ſeated under its government, or 


another different ſociety of Chriſtians which invite me to 


their communion, be ſuch a company as I may ſafely joyn 
with them in all publick offices.of Religion. For if it be, 
I am bound to communicate with that Church as being a 
member of the Body of Chriſt, the unity of which Body 
I am bound to maintain. a 
The Truth therefore of the doctrine taught, the inte- 
grity and purity of the divine worſhip celebrated, and the 
way of adminiſtringEccleſiaſtical power muſt be examined 
by fonie Rule), and known to be — to the Goſpel 
of Cbriſt, before a Chriſtians conſcience can he ſatisſied 
of the neceſſity of eommunion with that Church upon this 
account, becauſe it is a member of a Church Catho- 
lick. Since then · it is the cuſtome to call any publick ſocie- 
ty of Chriſtians, that are compacted together by a. frame 
of political govgrament into one body, 2 Church, that 
: | particular 


2 , * 
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cular Church is # enger of the Cartolick ; which | 
that Faith, the pf - whereof# conſtitutes the 
Church Catholick. He this Delignarion, would 


have dealt kindly with us, if he bad diſcovered unto us, a 
better way, or a clearer Light by which we might find "be 
Church, aud diſcover 4 true Church from a vain pertender. 
Till be or ſome other do that office for us, we think i beſt 
to ſeck for à Qburch; if we were now to ſeek, by looking for 
the light of truth in it, which alwaies ſhines in the bouſe of 
God. And becauſe truth and peace are both the legicies of 
Chriſt bequeathed unto the Church, we may do well to try 
what ſociety of © Chriſtians doth follow peaceand'edifica- 
tion of the Body of Chriſt. If the Church of Rome that ſets 
up Images of God, (which are the teachers bf lies) ju their 
+ Temples, and by her Auen makes diviſions in Chri- 
ſtendome, be tryed by thoſe two marks; Fleave the event 
to any one, that will impartially pronounce ſentence accor- 
ding to the evidence of fact in the whole bulk of their do- 
Qrines ani Devotions, and in their publick Government. + 

My fourth Anſwer hath the ſame fate with the former, to 
be called not Categorical: I muſt learn new Logick, as well 
23 new Theologie, to underſtand. this Gertlewss," But it is 
charged with defect, becauſe it reflects not upon the whole 
Qu ion, and takes no notice of the tail, wherein the in 

the Scorpion lies. I cofifeſs mine Anſwer comes ſhort in 
that particular: becauſe did not apprehend then, the laſt 
clauſe of his queſtion to be of any moment. For I thought 
it enough, that che Church Catholick is ſecured from any 
error that if deſtrugive of Salvation. But becauſe I am now 

informed, that the main force 6f the Querie lies in this, 
uber the Holy Church ſe can teach any error mar- 
ter of Faith endangeri ing of Gala,, I now mate” vreturn 
to that part, as well as to the former; and Indeed tothe 
whole Queſtion. ö 5 

1. Errors that endanger Salvation do not alwajes deſtroy - 
2 - = a * * 


, 


ODT nenne 
2. God hath promiſed to preſerve his Church from de- 
Auction; bur not from danger. 1 | 


ts 37 AN 


3. All errors" when they are; are ti ejected. 
4. No 3 by M Church to her Children are 
do be received without examinarion. | 
The Cithofick Church as it lignifies the whole Body of 
cb iſtendome i is too dig to be a teacher, that may be n. 
ted, and hearkened unto- 
£. The Chureh in this mans ſenſe and explication, that ĩ . 
an Aﬀembly' of chef Paſtors im Counciſ may tech errors en- 
dangering Salvation. 'Arianiſm hath been * in as. large 
Aflemblies of chief Paſtors; as the true Faith hath been. 
7. Butbecaufe it is the d of: this man, that we ſhould - 
take the Roman Chureh for the Cathal ick, 1 ſtick not to ſay 


that the Roman C — her children errors that en- 
1 attaiging-af Salvation; - 
t Anſwer is againſt for the interpoſition of 


theſe eſe words, [Jo long it continues ſo ] which looks like a con- 
ion, and feem to ſe that the Catholick Church can 
ceaſe to be ſo. The words are pable ot another conſtructi- 
on, ic. The Holy Catholick Church ſo long as it continues 
ſecured from teic deſtructive ert᷑ors cannot even for that 
reaſon abufe the with forged Scriptures. This was then 
my meaning, h⁰ had no intention that my laſt Anfwer ſhould 
contradi® my firſt. * 

Jet ys now ſte, what he draws from mb :Anfwer , if jt 
were Categorical, and how rational bis ĩnferencs is. For now 
we ite come to the bottom of lis project. Aud he thinks he 
hath cnchel us ſo faſt in his trap, chat sither we mult 
4 my the Caufe”, on be condemded dut of our own 


mite e be, (lays this wy abilned ed Logician) he 


ehr u 
e Te eee rg 


Tone. If fouthenis os wr vr dar way | 
this goint, - 

ow this inference is, and how iaroherent the con- 
ctaſion 6 the premiſes; a few words willfervero diſcover, 
It is acknowledged on both fides, :thaticbe pr initi us Church, 
wuicł received the Scriptures was not, and becaufe- Gods apl. 


; rit 
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rit guided and governed the Church in this important — 
bij could 25 abuſed and miſtagen in receivin 
Canonical Scripture. The Catholick Church qui 
after entarged,and ſpred through many regions of 41 
did together with the Goſpel — 
Scriptures , which had been communicated 
Churches, to which they were directed at 8. K. Liss cher their 
neighbour Churches, Theſe Scriptures were by all Churebes 
reverenced and preferyed as the Grand Charter of their Sai- 
vation, and the Laws and Records of their Society; as the 
Church was the Kingdome of Chriſt diſtinguiſhed from the 
world. The zcal-of Chriſtians for theirLaws,aod their know- 
ledg of them, which were frequent in the publick Aſ- 
emblies , according to an* ical” to which we 


Church for the preſervation of Scriptures, being more pre- 
ious to God than to Man, and a; pretious to Gad as the worid 
ic ſelf, theſe bein well conladered may afſre us „that it was 
7 ee, chat the by —— 
couſened into the reception o forged 

if the Church in following ages conld not — — 
to coyn counterfeit Scriptures, then che Church — — 
could never obtrude auy upon the world for 

Scripture which wis not received from the Primitive Church 


28 flirt. But how doth-ie follow from heace , mr he Ghurch 


is an Infallible Judg in this point 
reſently an Iufallible J 
Records i is not the ſame ehi 


Holy Scriptures from age wage, ia nor an Af an A8 SER 
The Nation of the eus is at credibla itneſi of the 
divine Original and authority of the Old Teſtament, at leaſt 
at the firſt & planaetion.of the Church Chriſtian, the Jetviſh 
Church didpreſerve and deliver che — Seriptures in tire 
(lo oy ink ves ee g. g by or expetlient, and 
any booł vvere t by became —— 
and vvas ſecured by, Gods Providence- in the ; 
his Orac ain dle. 8 — ther abe 


— — wo - 


ry Cn He of the 


l. 
— add above all the Providence of Gods watching over the = * 
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People of the Jews was a-vifible InfallibleJudg in that point 

 andiif ſo, then in alt matters of Faith ? For thus the Papiſt 
8 8. FRA r 

ſo, I require ſome ſatisfactory reaſon (fays the Queriſt) 
. why. the Church ſnould be infallible in this, and fallible in 
other pojges of: Fü „ ft +; ; 
E bave afready-ſhewed that theCafe is not ſo;as this man ima- 
gines; therefore I am not bound to give him the ſatisfation 
which be requires. Yet for your further. information, 1 
add this: 1. The reception and tradition of Scriptures by the 
Church is a fa&whixh God, orders as expedient for the pre- 
ſervation of Religion. 2. The certain number af the Books 
written by inſpir is not à point of faith neceſſary for 
every Chriſtian to know and beſſeve unto Salvation. 3. Thie 
Catholick.Church cannot err in any point of faith neceſſary 
to ſal vation. 4 But any particular Church may belteve ind 
teach erroneous Doctrine for matter of Faith. The Church of 
Rowe(which is not the ſole keeper of Scripture) may gad doth 
err in ſeveral points of thei — and doth injpoſe up- 
on her children — Books for Scripture, and falſe 
Doctrises for matters of faith, as is evident by the Canons of 
the Conventicle of Trent And yet it is 855 e power of the · 


Chureb of Rum to abuſe the whole Chriſtian world by the 
impoſition of counterfeit Scriptures upon it. I ſhall yer perſiſt 
in my reflex ion upon the Jews, that I may ſhew that the ker · 
of Scriptures without forgery, falſification, and corrup- 
tion, is a thing diſtinct and ſeparedle from err ing & teaching 
errors. The Jews cannot be denied to have been good keepers - 
of the Books, even then when they corrupted the eliglon en- 
joyned by the Law written in thoſe Books. Never yet was any 
man ſo weak, s to conclude that thePrieſts and Rabbies of the 
Jews were Infallible Judges of the Doctrine concer fing the 
Meſſi as, even thoſe who · condemned Chriſt the Son of God to 
be guilty of blaſphemy and worthy of death, becauſe they + 
kept the Books.of Miſes and the Prophets. There is now | 
. reaſon why we ſhould' take the preſenꝭ Church of Rane, which 
we evidently ſee to teach Dockrines and ſet up a worſhip as 
contrary to the Scriptures as darkneſs is te light, to be —_ 
. * - 1 | 
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fallible Judge of faith upon this acepunt, becauſe the primi j 
tive Roman Church in communion with other Churches di 
hand down fo poſterity the holy Seriptures, without any fal- 
ſification,*(ince the Church of Rome at this day doth both ac- 


cept and impoſe upon her own Children, and would but can- 


not upon others, Apocryphal Books for Canonical. 

I have now fhewed that theſe Queries are not unanſwerable 
by Proteſtants adhering to their own principles, or Axioms. 
I deſire you to conſider the reſult of the whole delign: Except 
you allow bim at firſt that the Roman · Church is in propriety 
of ſpeech the Catholick Church, this diſquiſition can advance 
you not an hairs-breadth to a better -opiggpn of th Roman 
Church for a Guide, then you had before” For after all the 


climout made for reſolution of 2 concerning tb 
nds as it did, Whe- 


Catholiek Church, the main Queſtion 7 
ther the Church of Rome at this day be to be ſubjected unto, ; 
an infallible Guide, and ro, be communicated with, all other 
hurches being abandoned, and pargicularly the Church of 
land, whereof you are now a ſetled member. Till this be 
reſolved, you that know the frame of out Church and the 
module of our Religion may ſtay ſafely where you are. 
It remains now that I examige his Anſwer to my conelu- 
ſive Querie. Andy ſhall hiefly note, what you may by your 
own reaſon or experience diſcaver eicher abſurd, or falſe In 


it, g ak > | | 
He doth not require you to deſert theReformedChurch of © . 
England for adhering to the Scriptures as the Rule of Faich.: 


For the Roman Church doth that as well as the Proteſtant, as 
be ſays. If this Queriſt do nat pretend to Iufallibility and Au- 
thotity over you; hte will out of modeſty allow you to exa · 
mine whether Papiſts do as well, that is as. fully and firm! 
adhere to the ScriptpreFas Engliſh Proteſtants. - Certai 

they do not well own them fora Rule, who accuſe them of ob. 
ſcuritFand imperfection, and make it a pviat of faith, chat the 
defectiveneſs of Scriptures mul}. be ſupplied. with unwritten 
Traditions. And as certain it is, chat we who maintain the ful- 
neſs of Seriptures in delivery of all clings neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, and theperſpicuity in that delivery, and therefore admit 


of 


„ 
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obne point of Religion that is à meer ſtranger unto the'Scai- 
tuxedo more cloſely ſtick to that Rule, then the Papiſts. But 
ecauſe you are free to examine the adherence of Papiſts te 
the Scriptures in particulars by compariſon with the Engliſh 
Proteſtants, try whether a mangled Euchariſt, the real Sari. 
fice of Chriſt by a Prieſt. that makes bis Maker and eats his 


:  Foguage'to*the pa of the people that mult ſay Ames 
4 to all, Picture of God uſed in Religious worſhip, the fuperla- 
. tive worſhip of the Virgin Ay, Invocation of Saints, Purga- 
tor y, the eaſe of departed ſouls by offering of Maſſes, the bap- 
tizing af Bels, the treaſurꝝ of ſuperabundant merits of Chriſt 
Atid. holy perſons c. be as agreeable to the A ther as our 
Liturgy, and the 39 Articles agreed on in our rch. If you 
. Hnd it otherwiſe , and Papiſts do not ſo much as pretend to 
make Scripture the Rule of theſe Dockrines and practices, 
that credit can be given to ſuch an impudent boaſter? 
But the ground of 8 us he pretends to be this, That 
. we will have the ſole Rule of faith to he the Scriptures in ex- 
cluſion of Univerſal Tradition, and the voice of the Catho- 
lirk Church, — © * 095 
1; 1. Suppoſe the chief Paſtors and DoQors of Zagland ſhould 
di ſpute in the Schools about the Rule of faith, and 
Tradition and the voice of the Churcff from that honour 
«which they think due only to the Word of God in Scriptures, 
now ſince the deceaſe of the Apoſtles, and the unhappy di vi 
'ſions of Chriſtians, that make it difficult, if not impoſſible to 


+taughr by the Catholick Churchz why muſt you upon that ac- 
count, (or ny man) deſert the Church of & where the 
«worſhip of God through Cheiſt Jeſus is celedrated withant 
- any migtureof ſuperſtition, And the means of ſalvation are of. 


- fered to you in « ſufficient meaſure fof your condy in the 
ny of truth and pgace ? Let a PagyR,if he can, prove chat our 
m dn hap the ſole Rule of faith'm * COMMUNI - 


our Church unſafe. ' Muſt you needs run out df our 

"Church; as if it were # Houſe vilited with 2 meerly 

becauſe it relyes dnl upon che Scriptures fox a R * 
i i 


* 


God, The publick ſervice of God in a forreigu and unknown 


lude. 


know affuredly, what is delivered by Univerſal Traditiqn, or 


R 


(6G). 
if you muſt dofo,muſt you needs then at the next ſtep rum in- 
ro Roman Aſſembly,that(as my Lord Falkland Speaks )keep 
her childten from Scripture, as a Mother would keep her chil- 
dren from Rats-bane ?. Think of both theſe, becauſe the Gen- 
tleman will not be pleaſed, if you deſert us, but will not come 
tothem. He will think himſelf till a loſer, if any water go be- 
ſides his Mill. A 
2; This calumny thus impudently faſtned upon our Church 
ſhews this Queriſt to diive the Devils trade ſeveral wayes, 
in cempting dy impoſtures, and in fal ſly acculing the brethren. 
For I challenge any Papiſt to quote (if he can and will cite an 
Author faichtully and fairly] any Ar f 
Writing of a Biſhop, or ſentence of an ſemy, wherein we 
diſclaim Univerfal Tradition, or the yorce of the Catholick 
Cburch. For mine own part I do openly profefs, that if any 
point in controverſie hetween us and Papiſts can be proved to 
have been taught by” the Primitive Church as, a matter of 


faith, and derived by the voice of the Catholick Church from 


age to age, and this Univerſal Tradition be Fmifeſted by as 
gaod evidence, as is uſually produced for the divine original 
of rhg$criptures wlueh we receive for Canonicaf, I will em. 
brace that DoRrine as the were of God, 
3. STR; you cannot but kt 

many of the Popith opinions; obtruded upon the Chriſtian 
world, as Novehies, Which not only want 2. fufficlent war- 
rant from the Set iptures; but alſo — 

and zcceprable by Univerſal Tradition. Such are the Foods 
Univerſal Biſhoprick,or Oecumenical Heaglhip, ( ichPope 
Gen the great called the character of Antichriſt) che In- 

alli 


repeat. We have inceſſantly required the Advocates for the 
Papacy to prove the conſent ind confolmi | 

Roman Church in theſe particulars with the Primitive 
Church, whoſe voice is the PrecAſtor in the Quire, and'the 
Geſt circle in the diffuſion of Univerſal Tragition Thus, Jer 
dut eſteem and credit be given to Univerſal Tradition , but 
vou ce how-litale it is in Gacoeſt valued by Papifis, or how 


ic!e of Religion , or 


ow, that tve conſtantly reject 


nngt de made credible 


bility of the Church of Rome, and many ther points of 
Popiſh Religion, ſome whereof I recite$above, and need not 


ey of the preſgor: 


far 


©* < 


* 
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on 
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they are from making uſe of that Rule, (which they extoi 
ſo zealouſly as you hear) thereby to prove the truthrof their 
religion In bne,you may apprehend the No-reaſon. to de- 
ſert the Reformed Church of England therefore, becauſe ſhe 
makes the Holy Scripture the ſole Rule of Religion, when 


indeed ſhe knows no other given hy God to the Church, aud 


Jooks upon Univerſal Tradition whenſoever it appears fair 
and full with reverence, as being the ſenſe of the Church, 
He proceeds to abate the force of my diſſuaſſve of you from 
entrance into the Roman Church, when the condition of your 
entrance is the renouncing of your ſenſes, reaſon, and cha- 
rity. For che two formęr, though the terms Teerfi bard, yet his 


rigour abates nothing f them, You mult be contented to 


loſe the uſe of your Tenſes anSreaſon, when you become, a 
vaſſal to Rome. To mitigate the ſeverity, he tells you, this is 
no more than Scripture and the Prateſtant Chyrch requires. 


He abuſes Scripture in two inſtances. ® 


1. He fays, was not Lot to deny his ſenſes, when he per- 


* ceived them toe Angels, cc. I ſay no, and the Scripture doth 


not ſay any ſuch thing as this man ſuppoſes. When God 
chought fit, either to ↄppear himſelf ro the Patriarchs jg hu. 


- mine ſhapeclad with fleſh in-a tranſitory manner, (which is 


generally taken to have been a Pralaliam of the words, or the 
Jon of God his incarnation) or to fend Angels inveſted with 


humane bodies, the ſervants of God, ® whom thoſe heavenly 


_ "meſſengers were ſent ſo fitted for converſe, were not bound 


£0 rehounce their ſenſes; but by their reaſon, and their 
knowledge of Gods way of eatercourſe with his choice ſer - 
Ka els, they were to regulate the notices of the ob- 


vants b 
Jeck, whic cir ſenſes repreſented unto them, . 
2. He crics out, How could our 'Saviour-paſs throngh # 
croud of People, and neither be ſeen, heard, or felt, with- 
out a deception of the ſenſes Mudg, I pray, whether ir ſuj 


with the Faith and Reverence we owe to Chirſt, the truth ir 


ſelf, in his Perſon, DoRrin@and Actions, to aftribe unto him 


the dec 
the practiſe of * re „and will if admitte&diminiſh the 
ö crelival Chriſts Miracles. Our Stviquss paſſage'throughthe 


ion of the Peoples ſenſes, which comes very near to 


" mulritude 
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multitude ſo, that he eſcaped their fury, and left them in - 
mazement, might be wrought many wayes, which we are not 
concerned to imagine, and muſt not determine though we 

could deviſe, becauſe the Goſpel hath not recorded the man- 

ner of it. But it is raſhly and irreverently ſaid to be effected 

with a deception of the ſenſes. But how is Chriſts action at 

that time an obligation laid upon Chriſtians to the worlds 

end, to deny their ſenſes in the Euchariſt, where Chriſt inſti- . 

tuted the material objects of our ſenſes to be the inſtruments 

of our faith, and the Bread and Wine are deſigned to be ſenſi- 

ble Symbols of ſpiritual things even as the Water in Baptiſm 

is? Briefly ſince our Bleſſed Saviour, the Angels and the holy L. K. 24. 
Apoſtles, have made our ſenſes competent inſtruments to af- 39 

liſt our faith and reaſon in judging of the truth and preſence Job. 20. 
of Chriſts Body, even after the ReſurreRion, and Chriſt bath 27. 23 
not any where by himſelf or his Apoſtles limited the free ex- _ p 
erciſe of our ſenſes, nor leſſened the credit of their Verdict in Af. 10. 


the Sacrament of the Euchariſt more then in Baptiſm, is it not 41.6 1.9. 
ranny over Chriſtians, to require that we re- 1 Joh. 1. 


a horrid 
nounce ſenſes and reaſon, and at the command of a Ro- 3 
['miſh-Prieft believe that there is no Bread and Wine, where all 
out ſenſes ( altnoſt ) conſpire to inform us of their preſence, 
and the very nature of the Sacrament requires it; and on the 
other ſide to believe that Chriſts Body 1s in every conſecra- 

ted Holt, and in every crum whole and entire, and continues 
one, though divided from it ſelf in a million of places, when 
our ſenſes can give us no. information of this preſence, and 
our reaſon aſſures us that it is inconſiſtent with many Articles 

of our Creed ? But obſerve the confidence of this Factor, who 
with a fore- head well rubbed tels you, that Proteſtants re- 
quire you to renounce your ſenfes, whereas we think that our 


Saviours command, He that hath ears to hear, let him bear, holds Mar. 13.9. 
by proportion in the reſt, He that hath eyes to ſee, ler him Apoc. 2.5. 


ſee, with aſſurance, that the God of truth, who fitted man with 
ſenſes for the ſervice of his Maker us well as for his own bene- 
fit, doth ſecure him from deceit in the uſe of them about their 
proper _— ___ as well as in civil converſation. 
At for dur Reaſon, this he — perſwade you mull de re- 
1 nounced 


— 


— — —— —— — ͤ »àãẽ ̃ — — 


| My 
nounced in the belief of the Frinity, that you may renounce 
it for the eaſie fwallowing the Camel of Tranſubſtantiation. 
Think what advantage this nian gives to Heathens, Socinians; 
Anti- Tri aitar ians, and indeed all the ad verſartes of the G0. 
ſpel, by conteſting, that the prime Article of our faich con. 
cerning the God whom Chriſtians worſhip is more oppoſite 
to reaſon, then the ſcandalous Monſter of Tranſubſtaatiation. 
The Doctrine of three Perſons in one God is indeed a ſub. 
lime myſtery, which is beyond the diſcovery of reaſon betore 
it is revealed, and incompreheclible by reaſon after re velati - 
on, as ma ny ſecrets in the very courſe of nature cannot he ac. 
counted for by our dark and narrow underſtandings. Rea ſon 
it ſelf tels us, chat the infinite nature of God is not to be mea- 
ſured by the limited be ing of the creatures, and alſo that the 
glory of the invilible God cannot be diſcovered but by his 
own manifeſtatios of it, and that according te his own good 
pleaſure with different degrees of light, as Gods wildom 
thinks fit to impart unto man the knowledge of God: And 
laſt ly, Reaſon reſolves that Gods Word:;cſpecially of himſelf, 
who like the Sun is ſeen by his own light, is to be behevel 
without di ſpute Since therefore God in his Word ritten 
bath clearly revealed that the; Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt are one God, it is a kindly oſfiee of enlightened teafon 
to bring down every vain thought and week reaſonings that 
lift up che mſel ves againſt the knowledge of God, and to lead 
them captive under the obedience of faith. But there is no 
cauſe, hy vr ſhould ſtruggle with our reaſen, and un- man 
our — Be Ts eg tbe divelaſx ſi gment of Tranſyb- 
ſtantistion, whereof is not the leaſt ſnad ow io cbe Ward 
of God. This ſubtil Sophiſter aggravates the difficulty that 
may be fancied-in the Triniey +9 the greateſt advantage of 
Atdeiſtical cavillers, but he would leſſen the abſundities of 
Tramfubſtantiation by an imperfect and falſe-reprefentation 
of his own Doctrine, ich hach no ground in Gods Word. 
All chat is with any colour allead ged out of Sripture totgive 


Luk. 22. coddgreadnceto the lie, which we are required de beliene, 45 


the fentence:of Cbrilt., Tur Brogd myby, 7 bw Cup withe 
Now Temme in mt B,, or My Blood of Ahe Neu Delta- 


ment. 


CS) 


ment. Mark now, what 2 vaſt difference between the ſpeech of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, The Bread is my Body, (that is, ſignifies and 


repreſents my Body, as God himſelf ſays, Bret 37. 11. Thefe 


heres are the whole honſe of Ifrael; and E 25. 3. This, to wit the 
Hait before- mentioned, is — and the definition of the 
Tridentine Fathers: The whole ſubſt aace of the Bread is tur- 
ned into the whole ſubſtance of Chriſts Body, and the whole 
ſubſtance of the Wine into the whole ſubltance of Cbriſts 
Blood. Where is this Converſion recorded in the Goſpel, or 
Apoſtolical Epiſtles, that we ſhould offer violence to our rea- 
fan to work our minds to the belief of it * It is alſo falſe, that 
you are required only to believe that Bread is turned into 

leſh. We do believe, and that without renouncing our rea- 
ſon, that Chriſt who could turn ones into Bread, and did 
turn water into Wine, could turn, if he pleaſed, Bread into 
Fleſh, and Wine into Blood, as eaſily as he did Water into 
Blood in Egype. And if Chriſt hould do this at any time, the 
change would be as evident to the ſenſes, as it was in all mira · 


Cor'e”. 
Tr. . 
13. Cob. 


culous converſions, and the Fleſh would be as vilible, 


as the Serpent was into which Aron; Rod was turned, 
and the Blood as truly obvious to the eye, as the ſanguiticd 
ſtreams of . But Papiſts require your unreaſonable be. 
lief of another thing, to wit, that the Saeramental Bread is 
turned ſubſtantially into the very Body of Chriſt which was 
before that born of the Bleſſed Virgin Ay, and is now ar 
the time of every converſion ſittiag at the righthand of God 
in glory above the Heavens. By the way, (becauſe it is not my 
buſineſs now to refute this falſe Doctrine Jremember that un- 
queſtionable Axiome of true Philaſopby-, Nothing is before 
it is made, or whilſt it is im making. But Chriſts Body was be · 
fore the Sacramear, and is already when the Prieſt begins the 
frſt le of his ici murmur, by which he pretends to 
make the Body of Chaft;You ſee chemanifeft contradiction, 
which you are obliged by $to- believe in this inſealible 
converſion. Now if you will. to pleaſe a Papiſt, renounce ſenſe 
and reaſon, that you may be capable of this rare belief, 1 
know no cauſe why you d not alſo take Ovid's Poem of 
Aetamor pheſi for a veritable Hiſtory. He fraudulently minces 

- 4 K 2 the 


Rom. 12,1 
I Cor.14. 


1 
the matter again, when he ſpeaks of the eaſineſſe of believing 
that one Body is in more places at one time. | know that T. 
mas Aquinas in his Lwodlibers ſays that the, ſubſiſtence of one 
Body in more places at one time is impo ſſible, - becauſe that 
which is one in it ſeif cannot be divided from itſelf without 
the deſtruction of its unity and being together. | 

But that is not all which you are bound to believe in this 
device: For you muſt believe, if you can, that the very Body of 
Chriſt which conſiſts of limbs and lineaments litinguiſhed by 
ſeveral proportions and ſituations, and at this time is now in 
a certain place in Heaven, clotbed with glory brighter then 
the Sun, is now lurking, an inviſible and indivilible Body, in all 
the Hoſts that are conſecrated, or inchanted rather, in the Pa- 
pacy, and ime very crum of every Wafer. This is the ſubſtance 
of the Pgpiſh Doctriae, which the Sophiſter rarifies into a 
thin cloud, but that bath ſtill groſs contradictions in it, which 
are enough to divert a man that would ſerve God with his 
reaſon and underſtanding from going into the region of 
darkneſſe, that is the Roman Church, 

He would fain repair the breach which is made in their 
Charity. Here his jugling is unſufferable. He conceals the 
uncharitable condition of your admiſſion into the Roman 
ſociety. To joyn with Papiſts, you muſt break off communi. 
on with all Chriſtians that are not ſubject to the See of Rome. 
Can you leap over this ſtumbling Rock , and think your ſelf 
in a ſafe Sanctuarie when you have ſhut up your ſelf in the 
Popes cloyſter from converſe with all Chriſtians beſides in 
offices of Reli ion ? But all our complaint of their unchari- 
tableneſs, he ſais, is our miſtake. Vou have read enough of 
that argument. I need ſay nothing now, 

But ſee how untowardly-this wolf pats on the Sheeps skin 
on bis back. He thinks their Charity unrepreveable,becauſe 
they (as he ſhameleſly affirms) cenſure not Perſons, but Do- 
ctrine, and that maintained pertinaciouſly, Read the Canons 
of the Council of Trent, wherein this is the conſtant form of 
curſing their Adverſaries, Si quis dixerit, If any perſon ſay 


ſo and ſo, let him be Anathema. And have not Armes been rai- 


ſed after that the Auatbemaes were thundred , to _—_ 
wi 
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with fire and ſword the do&rine of the Goſpel by deſtroying 
perſons that profeſs it ꝰ What truth can you expect txom 
ſuch open lyers, as the men of this mould are? 

He ſays further that neitherPapiſts nor Proteſſants can ab- 
ſolu:ely Judge; who maintains an error obſtinztely. Where 
then is their Charity, or Juſtice, when they do (as the Hiſto - 
ries of Chriſtendome ſufficient] y witneſs) adjudg Proteſtants 
robe Hereticks, and ſo render them up to the ſecular arm to 
be ſlaughtered, as the Executioners of Papal decrees think fit? 
But the Papiſts do ſo ahound in Charity, that ir is only.our 
of Charity that they endeavour our converſion by warning 
as of dangers. I will! believe that Romaniſts ſeek our Souls 
Salvation, more than Engliſh money, when out of meer Cha- 
rity they ſeriouſly undertake the converſion of theStrumpets 
in the Popes Dominions, who are in as great danger of being 
damned, as thoſe whom they cat! Hereticks feta te by their 
profeſſi on. But they that are thePopes creatures dare not ex- 
erciſe their Charity to the impoveriſhment of the Popes Ex- 
chequer, to which the licenſed Stewes afford no ſmall. contri- 
bution. Neither will theſe charitable ſavors of Souls allow us 
the ſame exerciſe-of our Charity in S or /raly; although 
we are as. firmly perſwaded of the danger, that Papiſts ace. 
in, as they are conteited of oup perils, and have as much pi- 
ty and kindneſs for poor Souls kept in bandage and blind- 
neſs in ſpiritual Egypt, as Papiſts have for us. Till we can 
obtain the ſame freedome for us_to_employ our Charity, it 
is not agreeable to juſtice that Papiſts ſhould be permitted 
ſuch [liberties a8 they now take to make an oſtentation of 
their counterfeir Chiritie, which is indeed carnal policy to 
reſtore the Papal juxĩiſdiction in England, | 

He proceeds in his falſhood, and denies the profeſſion of 

Faith expreſſed in the Pope Pi 4: his Bull dated A. D 15547 
to be a new Creed. Do you not take be new in Chri- 
ſtianity, which 15 bat a little above a h years old? for. 
the whole miſs which is ſuperadded to the antient Creed of 
the Church was never knew for a Creed till that Pope gave 
it out for one. Bat what name will you find out for this Ge - 

tl:zman, who ſays it is no Creed, but a Catalogue of points, 
ig. 


— 


2 Tim. 2. 


"(50 ) 
to be profeſſed by teachers in publick Academies, x. 
If you read the Bull it ſelf, you will ſee that Credo, I b. 
lieve, runs through the vyhole body of the form, and I acs 
knowledg, profeſs, alert, firmly embrace this and tbat. are 
the expreſſions uſed in that Creed, which is there al ſo called, 
Tue trie Catholich Faich, without which no man dan be ſaved, The 
Queriſt al ſo knows as well as I, though he doth: worſe than 
diſſemble his own knowledg, that the Popes Bull enjoyns this 
Creed to be ſworn to by all Eccleſiaſticks ( vvhich are more 


then Teachers in Univerſities all dignitzries in Churches, all 


Regulars, &c. and it ſtrictly charges all Clergy- men to en- 
deavour as much as in them lies, that all men under their care 
and charge ſhall learn and hold this Faith. Theſe animadver- 
ſions I offer to your aſſiſtance in the giving a right judgment 


of the Gentlemans Reply to mine Anſwers. 


If you pleaſe to offer e af my. Letter to the unknown 
perſon, you may do well. And if he hall return any thing 
that you ſhall tbink fit to impart unto me, I- ſhall perad ven- 
ture be at leiſure to conſider it, and tell you what ſenſe | have 
of it as freely and plainly , as I have dealt in the examination 
of the precedent di cout ſeil eonclude in St. Paul words, The 


Zu goon you a grd underſtanding in all thigge. So L reſt, SIR, 


Your very faithful Servant, 
C. G. 


_ 2 — — 


— — — 
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14 He emptineſ' of this. ſpare Paper, remprs me to recite the E xp8- 
fron of 


14 that , Commentator Maldonate, who, though 4. 
Teſuite, exponnds our bleſſed Saviours Precept, Mat. 23.2, 3. fe- 
tber wiſe than ibu Advocate for the Jewiſh C hairmen dot lb. His words 
are nheſe; Ergo cum jubet ſervare & tacere, quæ Scribe & 
Pharifai, dum ig cat. Aal ſedent. dicunt, non de ipſo- 
rum, fed de Lg do drin loguitur. Perinde elt e- 
nim ae ſi dicati Omid quæ Le &. Adeyſes vobis dixeruns, Scri- 


bis & Phariſels tecitantibus, ſeryare ac facite; ſec undum au- 


tem opera ihorum nolite facere 5 ut Nia & Hicronimik Vie 
dentur intelleziſſe, li ſenſe of be murdi is this; 


Therefore 


.._ 

- Therefore when Chriſt bids thim kęey and to what the Scribes and 
Phariſees ſuy,whiler they fir in the Chair of Moſes he ſpeaks tht of 
their own wottrine\; but of rhat of the Lam and of, Mofęs For it is all 
vr if Ef h; AN thoſe things heb the Law and Moſes havg 
rold yen hen the Scribes end Phariſeer rechtè them, do ye keep and 
perform ð bur do ye not according to their works, as Hilarie axdHie- 
rome ſcem to hade under ſtood the Text, 

Mark, that this learnedPlp:ſt is conftreyned by the force of truth, 
and mcontrellable evidence of the falſe doctrine df the Seribes and 
Phariſces, to imply tarirely that thoſeChairmen could teach a Bołłrins 

& different from that of the Law and 4 Moſes, and opeuly te averr © 
that the Doftrine 1 Law and Moles, (that might then be well 
known.) was to be the Object. and limit of the Obſervance and Obedi- 
ence enjoyned;as due to the Miniſtery of theS cribes ana Phariſees. The 
Comment ator,to juſtify hig Expoſition allege: H:\arie audHjerome, 
ro antient and very learned Latine Fathers, ſeemingly. at leaſt 40 
bane been of his ſenſe in the underſtanding or Saviouss words. 


_ — — — 
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ALetter of Sir Lack vCorje: Lord Viſeount Fallend, 
enn, e e eee eee e ee 
1 Have received, nat your Letter , but your Declamat ion: 
J would rather believe, that you had a mind ta exerciſe your 


lle, 


Mi be poſgbie, that having "Carried a Baroniys, youYJbou!t 
earnefh 5 vhs yoſbould be moved . the Aube ig 


Wave brewed you in that queſtion of the Chiliafts, oppeſet h ſeven Fa- 


own galmeron makes a falſe Note 7 the Charch , but ub, 
4: I find by their own Authors, they have hi — „har their 
Fray & butaheeffc& of their Emulation, who ti | 
Dottrine, reformed not their lives, and owe the pris of their Chureb 
to him whom they ftile the Author of our: ; Ibu you Sand ch 


them for the convenience of an Jnfallible Cache, whit chey neirher 
| , 11 ferceoemn 12 
zi N 1.10 e 


8 


— 


% 


thew nat you are Uikely tomake * Mr. Lees prediction aProphefe Bit * Mr. gte 
I once Tu- 
ö of Fahr N. tor rothat 
ving 400 years after Chriſt'to"the choite' of that Retigiow, aid I Gentle. 


thers 4, (tbe youngeſt more antient than he, and the reſt 1 poſt anti- ſay, thay 
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